Name: Shyami Puvimanasinghe

Email: shyamifp@yahoo.com

Relation to IPAA: PhD alumna and member of the Task Force

Current position, country and employer: Human Rights Officer, Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva, Switzerland

Short CV: Shyami supports the mandates of the United Nations Secretary-General and the
High Commissioner for Human Rights, on the Right to Development, and International
Cooperation in Human Rights, and is also the Secretary of the Human Rights Council’s
Social Forum. She was formerly a Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of
Colombo, Sri Lanka; and also worked with non-governmental organizations in Gaborone,
Botswana. Her publications relate to sustainable development, environment, foreign
investment, human rights, the right to development, international solidarity and
cooperation, public interest litigation, the role of the judiciary, economic, social and
environmental justice especially in South Asia.

Aspirations for IPAA: To support the ISS mission through connecting and reconnecting ISS
PhD alumni, PhD researchers and beyond, contributing to professional and personal
growth; to enhance collaboration, partnerships and networks on development studies and
practice; and to nurture mutually reinforcing exchanges between the ISS/EUR PhDs and
the global development community.
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