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IN CONVERSATION WITH

Prof. Thea Hilhorst
PhD welfare and the uniqueness of the ISS PhD

As the Chair of the Research Degree Committee,  
Professor Thea Hilhorst is tasked with monitoring the 
quality and output of PhDs at ISS by providing policy 
guidance and support to candidates and supervisors to 
realize the supervision that enable candidates to thrive. 
Seated in an armchair in her office, she explains her 
mission in her usual calm, poised manner: to design a 
robust, protective PhD environment that ensures 
candidates can have the fruitful experience they are 
entitled to during and beyond their PhD. 

Progressing with our PhD programme

Having completed her own PhD during a more cowboy-
style era of research where the words ‘research ethics’, 
‘safety and security’ and ‘data management’ were not 
even in research vernacular, she firmly believes that one 
of the best developments within the field of academic 
research is the progress and implementation of ethics 
and safety. In ISS, she and her team are taking this one 
step further, creating a series of trainings to improve the 
art of supervision and overall PhD experience for 
candidates and staff. 

Future of development research

The future of how PhD research is done at ISS, therefore, 
is quite solidly in her capable hands. But what exactly are 
we going to be researching? The world is rapidly 
changing, and according to Thea, one of the most 
interesting changes taking place is the decentralization 
of development studies itself. Whereas in the past we 
discussed the formulas, the business and mechanisms  
of international development operations, we now see a 
shift away from what INGOs and donors can do better, 
and towards what social movements and governments 
can do better instead. And while some of the biggest 
issues of the day continue to be poverty, climate change, 
increasing inequality and migration, we also see a trend 
towards decolonizing solutions and structures. 
Collectively, the research being conducted in ISS allows 
for a combination of these topics to be studied in 
tandem with ethical research methodologies, and the 
impact being multiplied with research uptake beyond 
academia and into the community through applied 
practice – a particularly significant development that 
Thea is excited to see happening more often. 

Second-to-none PhD researchers

Unique to ISS is the ability to combine all of these 
perspectives with international exposure: ISS is particularly 
special within European academia given not just its 
international student population but its international staff 
population too. Further enhancing the PhD profile is the 
fact that most candidates come in after having worked in 
public service, as activists, in diplomacy and beyond before 
starting their degrees. This combination is the foundation 
for a plethora of possibilities in impact: from activist-centric 
research that allows people to go back into the field to 
create change on the ground, to academic-centric 
research that leads to post-docs and future lecturers, to 
public service-centric research that has provided avenues 
for students to get into some of the highest echelons of 
service, where they can do things better. 

As proud as she is about ISS reaching this milestone,  
Thea is always looking for ways to improve. One 
opportunity she identifies is the development of more 
joint PhD supervisions and joint degrees with partner 
universities in the global South. An invaluable opportunity 
to create solutions across borders, perspectives and fields, 
ISS has already embarked on several successful 
collaborations and lessons have been learned. Thea is 
keen to make this a more regular feature of ISS’s research 
programme, including making such opportunities easier 
and more tailor-made for future candidates. She is also 
focusing on alumni engagement and the impact a 
well-connected alumni community could make, ‘It would 
be a great opportunity from a practical sense to know 
what everyone is doing – like if we have an MA student 
who wants to look into a specific field, we can say “hey 
we have an alumnus in this field who might be good to 
connect with “. I think in the future we will be able to not 
only follow PhD alumni but also create a real community 
outfit that can connect and maximize their impact. It is 
also really nice to follow these stories, so we are keen on 
capturing that.’ 

Underlying her entire conversation is the desire to 
provide simply the most secure experience possible, to 
ensure PhD candidates not only find a way to complete 
their degrees successfully, but come out the other side 
stronger and able to implement their vision of the future. 
And of course, in Thea Hilhorst’s words, where else can 
you do a PhD within 5km of the beach?

 I really appreciate how the PhD programme has 

grown in momentum and importance in the past 

few years. It has given us opportunities to see 

where we can improve in our work, but also see 

the kind of real impact we make“

“

I. Interviews

IN CONVERSATION WITH 

Prof. Arjun Bedi
 The past, present and future of ISS research

With 21 PhDs supervised to completion, Professor Arjun 
Bedi is well-placed as the Deputy Rector of Research. 
Among other tasks, along with the Research Degrees 
Committee, he is responsible for the operation and the 
success of the ISS PhD programme. 

Understanding the present and 
envisioning the future 

Arjun joined ISS in 2000 and was trained as a 
development economist, but over time, development 
studies found him. The institute offers a heady mix of 
unparalleled internationalism and diverse perspectives 
and the potential to conduct cross-disciplinary research, 
which is core to his vision. 

‘Development is a very applied field and I think one of 
the limitations is that there isn’t enough quantitative 
training that takes place. We collect a lot of statistics and 
data but we need to be better aware of how to use this 
information. There is a view that development studies is 
a ‘soft’ field, but this is misguided. There is a need to 
reach out and integrate work from other disciplines 
beyond social sciences and combine them with 
development studies.’

Taking this one step further, Arjun elaborates on two 
innate qualities within the ISS research community: 
internationalism and background. This is a sentiment that 
Arjun shares with the head of the Research Degree 
Committee, Thea Hilhorst. Arjun highlights how the 
three core types of PhD students most commonly found 
at ISS come from academia, those with INGO and NGO 
backgrounds, and those with national or international 
policy backgrounds. Working in tandem with the 
multinationalism of ISS, researchers often find 
themselves able to forge a unique path: often one that 
allows them to take their knowledge back to their home 
countries but with new-found networks and capacities 
that allow for deeper impact. 

The positive impact and the unique 
capabilities of ISS

As happy as he is for ISS having reached it, the 250th 
PhD milestone is not as important in Arjun’s view. What is 
more important, seeing how quickly the PhD programme 
has grown, is to make sure that the quality and impact 
that candidates make stays strong as ISS continues to 
develop its research. He refers to one of his favourite 
projects over the past years: a community-based health 
insurance project in Ethiopia which involved three 
former ISS PhD students and engaged with public 
officials. The team worked on a project that continues to 
develop and yield academic and policy outcomes twelve 
years later. This is one of his favourite examples of the 
uniqueness of ISS’s PhD capabilities: combining research 
and real-world implementations that have a lasting 
long-term impact. 

One of Arjun’s goals is to ensure that PhDs are better 
integrated into ISS’s research and the faculty in general. 
In the past we had ISS staff research and ISS PhD 
research, but we have now started seeing more 
collaborative research between the two, which the 
Research Degree Committee is looking to make into a 
more regular feature of ISS’s research function. And of 
course, where else can we find such a unique 
combination of practical, theoretical, international and 
academic? The hope is to continue to harness and 
develop the power of this invaluable combination and 
create cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary, cross-academic 
impact not just within ISS but outside it too. 

I realised it’s about the problem you study,  

not the discipline you use ““
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  IN CONVERSATION WITH 

Dr Judith-Ann 
Walker
Cross-cultural, cross-disciplinary impact

A work-life balance like no other 

When Dr Judith-Ann Walker talks about her PhD being a 
life-changing conjuncture, she means it. Not only did it 
open up avenues in her professional life, she met and 
married a fellow ISS PhD alumnus. She then had children 
while doing her PhD, completing the programme in four 
years and defending her PhD while eight months 
pregnant! After finishing, she and her family moved to 
Nigeria, where Judith-Ann and her husband started the 
development Research and Projects Centre (dRPC), a 
non-profit focused on uplifting and enabling the 
capacities of civil society organizations on the ground. 
When they started dRPC in the 1990s, there were very 
few civil society organizations around. Today, it is one of 
the most well-established organizations in Nigeria, and 
one of the top think tanks in Africa. dRPC focuses on 
providing analysis, research and guidance on 
programming decisions or country strategy, but always 
with a focus on the vulnerable and the effects that 
high-level programming can have on the ground. 

With her PhD in development administration with a  
sub-focus on education and industrial administration,  
Judith-Ann has also been working on developing 
master’s programmes in Nigerian and Dutch universities,  
drawing heavily on her international, multidisciplinary 
experiences during her ISS MA and PhD. With her own 
PhD straddling the line between social and economic 
development, she firmly believes that ISS is one of the 
few institutes that would have allowed for that form of 
cross-over. Indeed, she chuckles when recalling a 
conversation with a reviewer looking to publish her  
PhD who puzzled over where to place her research 
within the field. 

Cross-disciplinary freedom within and 
outside ISS

It was a combination of this freedom and creativity that 
ISS allowed her to have, and the international exposure 
she received simply by being in the institute, that  
Judith-Ann values most about her time here. This 
comfort was useful in helping round out her experience 
and understanding of what development should be.  
As she puts it:

‘From the beginning, coming from the small island of 
Trinidad and Tobago, I was exposed to understanding 
development from many different terms, across Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, Europe. But it was the synergy that 
we’re addressing the same issues - inequality, 
underdevelopment, policy being developed and 
implemented but not delivering what one wants to 
deliver – that synergistic experience of trying to combine 
all these perspectives from colleagues and friends that 
cemented my experience. I carried that drive forward 
into my PhD, of what development is, and what it 
shouldn’t be.’

Moving to the next stages in the development field,
while unsaid, it is clear from her post-ISS work with 
universities, governments, the UN and dRPC, that this 
synergy went beyond her education. When asked what 
she thinks ISS could be doing more of, she points to the 
tension both in the institute and in the field around 
activism versus academics: to this day she sees this 
tension between academic-centric researchers focusing 
on theoretical understandings of development, while 
activist-centric researchers look to develop solutions 
that can be applied practically. As she notes, both are 
necessary in order to round out the field. 

IN CONVERSATION WITH 

Dr Getnet Alemu
The value of working together 

Building connections with unexpected 
long-term benefits 

Dr Getnet Alemu completed his PhD on the nexus 
between economic growth and foreign aid in the local 
Ethiopian context. After receiving his degree in 2002, 
Getnet joined Addis Ababa university, working on various 
research projects linked to his degree. 

In 2011, a project on community-based health insurance 
(CBHI) brought Getnet closer to ISS again. Together with 
Professor Arjun Bedi, Dr Robert Sparrow, Professor 
Marleen Decker (from Leiden University) and two other 
then-PhD students (Dr Zelalem Yilma and Dr Anagaw 
Derseh) the team conducted four rounds of household 
survey on 12 pilot districts in Ethiopia. The findings 
established CBHI and helped scale it up to the current 
900 districts it is working in. Twelve years later, several of 
the original team members remain involved, with new 
expertise coming in to strengthen the project, including 
several from ISS. The concept has been brought to the 
urban informal sector and the team is now exploring and 
designing features to fit CBHI into an overall urban 
community as well. 

Around the same time, Getnet was working with 
Erasmus University Rotterdam and the Dutch 
government on an impact evaluation of two water 
supply and sanitation projects implemented in Addis 
Ababa and Adama in Ethiopia. Busy and engaged as he 
was at the time, what he values most about these 

experiences is the connections, especially within ISS. 
When asked about favourite moments or achievements 
in his career since his PhD, Getnet says: 

‘What I get from these projects is the network. Of course, 
when you do an academic project there’s publications 
and reputation involved, but personally the most 
important thing is the network I have established!  
I feel I am part of the ISS staff without being formally on 
the payroll – the contacts I have gained are so strong, 
and the linkages I have built are so valuable and 
productive. I think I can also say that especially the CBHI 
project has contributed to the image and work of ISS 
as much as it has enriched me, and that is my biggest 
take away.’

Roses but also thorns: the journey of  
doing a PhD at ISS 
At this point, the conversation moves towards Getnet’s 
experiences at ISS itself. He starts by talking about ISS’s 
internationalism: a common theme amongst everyone 
who spends time in the institute. In his view, ISS is like a 
mini-UN. It is possible to meet people from almost every 
corner of the world, and the uniqueness is how all these 
different cultures, political stances and social 
experiences come together naturally. In addition to the 
training ISS gives formally through classes and research, 
ISS provides informal training around communication 
and cultural respect, which, as Getnet suggests, is hard 
to come across in other institutes to the same degree. 

 I think completing a PhD is a conjuncture in our 

lives. It is unique in the sense that while you go 

through it, you don’t think about the significance 

in terms of the spaces and the classes and 

students. But if you are going to be in the 

development space, you’ll be able to draw from so 

many of the learnings, it’s important to understand 

there’s a community committed to solving 

development issues “

“

 I remember one time I sat in the Butterfly Bar  

for a few days, 1-2 hours a day, and I realised  

I was meeting people from at least 10  

countries every time “
“

She goes further, pointing out that ISS is one of the 
places in which cross-disciplinary integration is 
becoming more mainstream. When she was studying, 
disciplines were siloed: economics, agrarian, public 
policy and so forth, all working in their own spaces. Over 
time she has seen a change towards cross-functional, 
cross-disciplinary collaboration, especially in the areas of 
gender and climate change. This is a positive step she 
hopes to see more of from both ISS and the 
development field in general. 

Having now worked in it for several decades, our 
conversation turns to how the field itself has changed. 
Judith-Ann refers to the role of young people, especially in 
Africa. There has been a drastic shift in recent years towards 
the role of youth, the voice they have, the exclusion they 
face and where they fit within society. Conversations 
around including women through more active participation 
in development have also started happening more 
regularly, where the possibility of bringing in more voices in 
a direct, honest manner is being tackled. Not fast enough 
for Judith-Ann, but it’s a start. 
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IN CONVERSATION WITH

Dr Yukari Sekine
Self-awareness, self-care and a PhD 

Yukari Sekine, ISS’s 250th PhD graduate walks into the 
room wearing a beige and green cardigan that had been 
knitted by a former employee turned friend. Having 
returned from a month-long silent retreat just days 
before this interview, she has a lot of reflections to share 
about her journey over the past six years. 

The process and the pleasure of  
doing a PhD in ISS

In true ISS style, the 250th PhD was conducted using a 
scholar-activist approach to research, where Yukari 
focused on agrarian struggles (like land grabs and 
ecological consequences) in the era of climate change, 
populism and authoritarianism in Myanmar. She came to 
ISS to join a research project led by her now supervisor 
Professor Jun Borras, and found herself stepping into a 
challenging but rewarding research community. As she 
puts it, having this project group meant being able to see 
things from a broader, more complex perspective, and 
then working with Jun to network and connect patterns 
across diverse areas. That the group itself had genuine 
camaraderie, an interest in supporting each other and 
made her feel included and comfortable is, according to 
Yukari, true credit to the people that make ISS what it is 
– the staff, the professors, her supervisors and her 

 I think a lot of the anxiety comes from thinking you 

should know everything from the beginning, which 

isn’t right of course. It’s a process of discovery  

- finishing a PhD does not mean you’ve finished 

the process of knowing or learning “

“

diverse cast of colleagues and friends. Her gratitude is 
immense and unbridled, and she carries that energy as 
we start talking about some of the harder times she dealt 
with during her PhD trajectory. 

Without hesitation, she talks about the internal conflict 
she faced when it came to the writing. While the 
fieldwork had its challenging moments, it was engaging 
and dynamic. By contrast, 40% of her time in the past 
two years went into taming her insecurities around 
writing and finishing on time. Writing and learning how 
to write was the hardest part, and Yukari talks openly 
about the mental health struggles that she has observed 
PhDs face in general. Having reached the end of her own 
process, she is looking to make this her personal quest 
for the future: supporting mental health needs within 
and beyond academia in the years to come. 

Deciding what happens after the PhD defence 
Of course, this is not the only thing she will be looking to 
do after receiving her degree! Reflecting on her 
experience as an activist-turned-scholar-activist, she 
talks about how her perspectives on activism have 
developed over the years. Where before she would be 
highly encouraging of social movements, she now sees 
the inner workings of them more clearly from an 
academic perspective. Advocacy and activism are 
necessary, but Yukari now more clearly sees the conflicts 
and layers involved in constructing change. She gives the 
example of Myanmar’s land struggles, where conflict 
over land takes place alongside military dominance, 

conflict over state and ethnic armed organizations over 
territory and power. There is historical context involved, 
as well as socio-economic and political structures. 
Activism is one element of a lot of moving parts. So, after 
a well-deserved break with her family, ISS’s 250th PhD 
candidate is going to re-enter the field, as an engaged 
researcher and advocate, and learn how to re-connect 
in social justice. Just this time with a view to 
understanding alternative ways of advocating and 
contributing to social change. 

‘The reason why I came to ISS was because it was so 
politically and socially engaged. After graduating I’d like 
to think of what the best way is to contribute. I want to 
help as much as I can, but I think I do need to reassess 
how I can help and what my position in that space will 
be without adding my own inner conflict or 
preconceptions. I think that is where I will start.’ 

As our newest graduate, ISS congratulates Dr Yukari 
Sekine on the success of her efforts and we cannot wait 
to see just how she redesigns her activist efforts in 
Myanmar and beyond.

But it’s never all roses. As we progress into the 
challenges of his chosen career, Getnet mentions one of 
his biggest: speedbumps in the supervision process 
within ISS. But in retrospect the challenges he faced 
actually strengthened his PhD in the long run, pushing 
him to be more critical of his own work and creating 
more impactful outputs. Sharing his thoughts, he slowly 
segues into the challenges the field of development 
studies itself faces. As he puts it: 

‘What we learn is not a bible. If, as we work, something 
needs to be changed, we need to change it. The most 
important lesson I learned from development studies is 
that it seeks to understand the interplay between culture, 
economics, politics and society at different levels. There 
is no single entry point to solving a given problem. You 
need to have multiple entry points and all of them come 
from different expertise. That is the most important 
contribution of development studies, that you look at so 
many different angles and perspectives every time’

Extrapolating further, he refers to the changes the field 
has undergone in the past two decades: whereas 
previously there were distinct donor-recipient 
relationships, development studies now looks at the 
partnership that needs to be formed at the various levels 
of involvement. And while touchpoints like gender 
equality or environmentalism are becoming more 
prominent topics of conversation, Getnet’s perspective 
continues to focus on the role of development 
cooperation and community impact even when 
accounting for these areas, asking the question of how 
to protect policy and people when it comes to aid and 
top-down intervention. To an extent it is taking place, 
but it is up to people like Getnet to show us how 
meaningful these connections can be.
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II.  Statistics 250 PhD alumni

Female Male With distinction
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Australia (0)
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Asia (90)

Africa (76)

Middle/South America (33)
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5%

51%

28%

72%

49%

8%

13%

30%36%

16%

Gender distribution of PhD graduates PhD graduates with distinction 
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Vietnam 9
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11 Ms Laurine Platzky
South African

The Development Impact of South Africa’s Industrial 
Location Policies: An Unforeseen Legacy
Professor J.G.M. (Jos) Hilhorst
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
30 May 1995

12 Ms Judith-Ann Walker
Trinidadian

Development Administration in Jamaica and Trinidad & 
Tobago (1960-90)
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
Dr V.V. (Vasant) Moharir
30 June 1995

13 Mr Fernando Tenjo Galarza
Colombian

Corporate Finance under Adjustment. Firm Behaviour, 
Private Sector and Economic Policy in Colombia 
1970-90
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
08 December 1995

1996
14 Ms Joan M. Rawlins
Jamaican

Women from Midlife: Coping in Jamaica: A Study of 
Power in the Lives of Women Aged 50-74 in Jamaica
Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt
Dr R.I. (Renée) Pittin
Dr I. (Inez) Smith
23 February 1996

15 Mr Purnendu S. Kavoori
Indian

Pastoralism in Expansion: The Transhuming Sheep 
Herders of Western Rajasthan
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos 
Professor A.J. (Ton) Dietz, University of Amsterdam
11 October 1996

1997
16 Mr K.L Chandratilleke
Sri Lankan

Managerial Value Orientations and Labour Management 
Relations: A Study of Export Manufacturing Firms in Sri Lanka 
Professor J.W.J. (Jeffrey) Harrod
Professor P. (Peter) Kloos, VU Amsterdam
09 June 1997

17 Mr Laixiang Sun
Chinese

Aggregate Behaviour of Investment in China, 1953-1993. 
Investment Hunger, Supply and Distributional Barriers 
and Growth Cycles
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts 
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
21 November 1997

1998
18 Ms Maria Magdalena Guadelupe 
Barros Nock
Mexican

Small Farmers in the Global Economy. The Case of the 
Fruit and Vegetable Business in Mexico  
Professor N. (Norman) Long, Wageningen Agricultural 
University
Dr F.C.M. (Frits) Wils
06 January 1998

19 Mr Alemayehu Geda
Ethiopian

Finance and Trade in Africa: Modelling Macroeconomic 
Response in a World Economy Context
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald, University of Oxford
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
26 March 1998 
 

20 Mr Ashesh Ambasta
Indian

Capitalist Restructuring and Formation of Adivasi 
Proletarians: Agrarian Transition in Thane District 
(Western India) c. 1817-1990
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor J.C. (Jan) Breman
30 September 1998

21 Mr Roodal Moonilal
Trinidadian

Changing Labour Relations and the Future of Trade 
Unions: A Case-Study of Trinidad and Tobago
Professor H. (Henk) Thomas
Professor D. (Dirk) Kruijt, Utrecht University
Dr E.A. Ramaswamy
25 November 1998 – with distinction

1986
1 Mr Kappadath P. Kannan
Indian

Rural Proletarian Struggles: Mobilisation and  
Organization of Rural Workers in Kerala, India
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor J.C. (Jan) Breman
10 September 1986

1988
2 Mr Jose A. Pereirinha
Portuguese

Inequalities, Household Income Distribution and 
Development in Portugal
Professor R. (Ruud) Teekens
Professor P. (Manuela) Silva
07 October 1988

1990
3 Mr Marito Garcia
Filipino

Resource Allocation and Household Welfare: A Study of 
the Impact of Personal Sources of Income on Food 
Consumption, Nutrition and Health in the Philippines
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor R. (Ruud) Teekens
23 March 1990

4 Mr Bill Paton
Canadian

Labor Export Policy in the Development of  
Southern Africa 
Professor K. (Ken) Post
Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt
15 September 1990

1991
5 Mr Anjan Kumar Datta
Bangladeshi

Control, Conflict and Alliance. An Analysis of Land and 
Labour Relations in Two Bangladesh Villages
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor H.P.A. (Henk) van Roosmalen
18 October 1991

1993
6 Mr Luis Carlos Jemio
Bolivian

Micro- and Macro-Economic Adjustment in Bolivia, 
1970-89: A Neostructuralist Analysis of External Shocks, 
Adjustment and Stabilization Policies
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
02 April 1993

1994
7 Ms Virginia O. Del Rosario
Filipina

Lifting the Smoke Screen: Dynamics of Mail-Order Bride 
Migration from the Philippines
Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt
Dr R.I. (Renée) Pittin
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
07 March 1994

8 Ms Patricia Mohammed
Trinidadian

A Social History of Post-Migrant Indians in Trinidad from 
1917 to 1949: A Gender Perspective
Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt
Dr R.I. (Renée) Pittin
29 July 1994

9 Mr Yahaya Hashim
Nigerian

The State and Trade Unions in Africa: A Study in Macro-
Corporatism 
Professor J.W.J. (Jeffrey) Harrod
Dr P.B. (Paschal) Mihyo
29 July 1994

1995
10 Mr Gebru Mersha
Ethiopian

State Farms in State-Centred Accumulation Strategies in 
Socialist Africa: The Rationale and a Critique
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor K. (Ken) Post
20 January 1995

III. List of 250 PhD Graduates
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2001
33 Mr Takawira Mumvuma
Zimbabwean

Institutions, Contracting Behaviour and Small Firm 
Dynamics in Zimbabwe: A Microeconomic Perspective
Professor H. (Henk) Thomas
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
19 January 2001 

34 Mr Ranjit Dwivedi
Indian

Resource Conflict and Collective Action. The Sardar 
Sarovar (Narmada) Project in India
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
29 January 2001 – with distinction

35 Ms Claudia Sanchez Bajo
Argentinian

The Political Economy of Regionalism. Business Actors  
in Mercosur in the Petrochemical and Steel Sectors
Professor J.W.J. (Jeffrey) Harrod
Dr G.W. (George) Irvin
26 March 2001

36 Mr Terefe Degefa
Ethiopian

Death of the Mother Tree: Land Tenure and Environmental 
Degradation in the Oromian Highlands, Ethiopia, 
1900-1997
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
25 April 2001 

37 Ms Maha M. Abdelrahman
Egyptian

State Civil Society Relations: The Politics of Egyptian 
NGOs 
Professor J.W.J. (Jeffrey) Harrod
Dr R.C. (Ray) Bush, University of Leeds
05 July 2001

38 Mr Ayalew Gebre Cheru
Ethiopian

Pastoralism under Pressure: Land Alienation and Pastoral 
Transformations among the Karrayu of Eastern Ethiopia, 
1941 to the present
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
26 November 2001

2002
39 Mr Asiimwe B. Godfrey
Ugandan

The Impact of Post-Colonial Policy Shifts in Coffee 
Marketing at the  
Local Level in Uganda. A Case Study of Mukono District, 
1962-1998
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Dr B. (Bridget) O’Laughlin
08 July 2002

40 Mr Merera Gudina
Ethiopian

Ethiopia: Competing Ethnic Nationalisms and the Quest 
for Democracy, 1960-2000 
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
17 July 2002

41 Mr Getnet Alemu Zewdu
Ethiopian

Aid-driven Import Substitution and the Agriculture-
Industry Nexus. Conceptualising the Aid-Growth 
Relationship in Ethiopia
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
30 September 2002

42 Ms Imani M. Tafari-Ama
Jamaican

Blood, Bullets and Bodies: Sexual Politics below the 
Poverty Line: The Political Economy of Violence, Power, 
Gender and Embodiment in Jamaica’s Inner-City
Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt
Professor K. (Ken) Post
Dr S. (Saskia) Wieringa
01 November 2002

2003
43 Mr Claudius Preville
St. Lucian

Trade Liberalization under Imperfect Competition. An 
Analysis of the European Union’s Market for Banana 
Imports 
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor 
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk,  
Erasmus University Rotterdam
Dr G.W. (George) Irvin
27 January 2003

22 Mr Zhang Weiguo
Chinese

Economic Reforms and Fertility Behaviour: A Study of a 
Northern Chinese Village
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor F.J. (Frans) Willekens, University of Groningen
25 November 1998

1999
23 Ms Bernadette P. Resurrección
Filipina

Transforming Nature, Rederfining Selves. Gender and 
Ethnic Relations, Resource Use, and Environmental 
Change in the Philippine Uplands 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr C. (Ineke) van Halsema
23 February 1999

24 Ms Philomen Harrison
Trinidadian

The Firm Under Adjustment: A Micro-Level Interpretation 
of the Impact of Macroeconomic Policies in Trinidad and 
Tobago, 1983-94
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts 
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald 
Dr H. (Howard) White 
04 June 1999 

25 Mr Gabriel H.R. Rugalema
Tanzanian

Adult Mortality as Entitlement Failure: Aids and the Crisis 
of Rural Livelihoods in a Tanzanian Village
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor P. (Paul) Richards
20 September 1999

26 Mr Caro Méndez Nelson
Guatemalan

Survival Strategies on a Coastal Frontier. Agrarian 
Expansion, Resource Scarcity and Social Change in 
Livingston, Guatemala
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr E.B. (Eric) Ross
23 November 1999

27 Mr Edsel E. Sajor
Filipino

Upland Livelihood Transformations. State and Market 
Processes and Social Autonomy in the Northern 
Philippines
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
24 November 1999

28 Ms Mona Mehta
Indian

Suppressed Subjects? Gender Dynamics in the Context 
of Agrarian Change and Seasonal Labour Migration in 
Dahanu Taluka, Maharashtra 
Professor J.C. (Jan) Breman 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Dr R. (Rachel) Kurian
02 December 1999

2000
29 Mr Xiaoke Zhang
Chinese

Of Interests and Institutions: The Political Economy of 
Financial Liberalisation in Korea and Thailand, 1980-1996
Professor J.W.J. (Jeffrey) Harrod
Professor S. (Sandro) Sideri
20 January 2000

30 Mr Alejandro F. Izurieta C
Ecuadorean

Crowding-out or Bailing-out? Fiscal Deficits and Private 
Wealth in Ecuador, 1971-99
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Dr G.W. (George) Irvin
30 June 2000

31 Mr Abebe Haile Gabriel
Ethiopian

Development Strategies and The Ethiopean Peasantry: 
Supply Response and Rural Differentiation
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
14 September 2000

32 Ms Yusuke Kubo
Japanese

Between Livelihood Security and Capital Accumulation: 
Economic Diversification in an Upland Philippine Village
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
01 December 2000
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56 Mr Daniel Chavez
Urugayan

Polis & Demos. The Left in Municipal Governance in 
Montevideo and Porto Alegre
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
09 December 2004

2005
57 Mr Marco V Sanchez Cantillo
Costa Rican

Rising Inequality and Falling Poverty in Costa Rica’s 
Agriculture during Trade Reform 
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Professor G. (Graham) Pyatt
Dr S. (Servaas) Storm, Erasmus University Rotterdam
10 January 2005 – with distinction

58 Ms Panduleni S Hailonga
Namibian

Adolescent Sexuality and Reproductive Behaviour: A 
Socio Historical Analysis in Namibia 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr S. (Saskia) Wieringa
03 June 2005

59 Ms Karen Gabriel
Indian

Imagining a Nation: the Sexual Economies of the 
Comptemporary Mainstream Bombay Cinema (1970-
2000)
Emeritus Professor G. (Geertje) Lycklama à Nijeholt 
Dr S. (Saskia) Wieringa
13 July 2005

60 Ms Nahda Shehada
Palestinian

Justice without Drama. Enacting Family Law in Gaza City 
Shari’a Court
Professor B. (Bas) de Gaay Fortman
Professor A. (Annelies) Moors, University of Amsterdam
15 August 2005

61 Ms Anne Mumbi Karanja
Kenyan

Solid Waste Management in Nairobi. Actors, Institutional 
Arrangements and Contributions to Sustainable 
Development
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing 
Professor I. (Isa) Baud, University of Amsterdam
26 September 2005

2006
62 Mr Chia Thye Poh
Singaporean

Transplanted or Endogenized? FDI and Industrial 
Upgrading in Developing Countries Case Study of 
Indonesia 
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr W. (Wil) Hout
Dr P. (Peter) Knorringa
10 April 2006

63 Ms M. Shyami Fernando 
Puvimanasinghe
Sri Lankan

Foreign Investment, Human Rights and the Environment. 
A Perspective from South Asia on the Role of Public 
International Law for Development
Professor N. (Nico) Schrijver, Leiden University
Dr C.J.M. (Karin) Arts
09 May 2006

64 Ms Sharada Srinivasan
Indian

Development, discrimination and survival. Daughter 
Elimination in Tamil Nadu, India 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Professor B. (Bina) Agarwal, Institute of Economic 
Growth, New Delhi, India
22 May 2006

65 Mr Nguyen Van Phuc
Vietnamese

Entrepreneurship, Investment and Economic Growth: 
The Essential Role of the Entrepreneurial Environment
Emeritus Professor G. (Graham) Pyatt
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
26 October 2006

66 Mr Le Thai Thuong Quan
Vietnamese

The Impact of FDI on Income Distribution in Vietnam, 
1990-2000
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald, Queen Elizabeth 
House,  
University of Oxford, UK
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
26 October 2006

44 Mr N.C Narayanan
Indian

Against the Grain. The political ecology of land use in a 
Kerala region, India
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr D.R. (Des) Gasper
24 February 2003

45 Ms Sarah Gammage
British

The Financial Cost of Being Green: Macroeconomic 
Policy, Investment and Environmental Degradation in El 
Salvador 
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Dr G.W. (George) Irvin
27 February 2003

46 Mr Mathew Kurian
Indian

From Project to Process. Participatory Watershed 
Management  
in the Himalayan Foothills 
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor A.J. (Ton) Dietz, University of Amsterdam
04 March 2003

47 Mr Omu Kakujaha-Matundu
Namibian

Common Pool Resource Management. The Case of 
Eastern Communal Rangelands in Semi-Arid Namibia
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor
Dr A.J.M. (Aart) van de Laar
24 March 2003

48 Mr Richmond Tiemoko
Ivorian

Coffee, Children and Family Relations: Understanding 
Reproductive Change in the Western Côte d’Ivoire
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr B. (Bridget) O’Laughlin
04 November 2003

2004
49 Mr Nicholas Awortwi
Ghanaian

Getting the Fundamentals Wrong: Governance of 
Multiple Modalities of Basic Services Delivery in Three 
Ghanaian Cities
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Dr G.E. (Erhard) Berner
10 February 2004 – with distinction

50 Mr Gudavarthy Vijay
Indian

The New Pattern of Industrial Relations in India: 
Restructuring and Social Insecurity: A Case-Study of 
Kothur, a New Township in Andra Pradesh
Professor J.C. (Jan) Breman
Professor H. (Henk) Thomas
08 April 2004

51 Mr Nguyen Manh Cuong
Vietnamese

Does Ownership Matter to Enterprise Performance? A 
Comparative Study of Private and State Enterprises in 
Vietnam’s Textile-Garment Industry
Professor H. (Henk) Thomas
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
24 May 2004

52 Ms Le Thi Van Hue
Vietnamese

Coastal Resource Use and Management in a Village of 
Northern Vietnam
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Dr N.N. (Nguyen) Luu
Dr J.G.G.M. (John) Kleinen, University of Amsterdam
05 July 2004 

53 Ms Grace Fisiy
Cameroonian

Have Men become Women? Gender and agrarian 
Change in Santa, North West Cameroon 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor P. (Peter) Geschiere, University of Amsterdam
Ir. W. (Wicky) Meynen
17 September 2004

54 Mr Saturnino M. Borras Jr
Filipino

Rethinking Redistributive Land Reform. Struggles for 
Land and Power in the Philippines 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr C. (Cris) Kay
27 September 2004

55 Ms Sunbo Odebode
Nigerian

Husbands are Crowns. Livelihood Pathways of Low-
Income Yoruba Women in Ibadan, Nigeria 
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Dr I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
11 October 2004
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78 Mr Paulos Chanie
Ethiopian

What One Hand Giveth, The Other Hand Taketh Away. 
Ethiopia’s Post-1991 Decentralisation Reform under 
neo-patrimonialism
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
18 December 2007

79 Mr Nguyen Huu Dung
Vietnamese

Economic and Environmental Consequences of 
Agrochemical Use for Intensive Rice Cultivation in the 
Mekong Delta, Vietnam
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor
Professor H. (Herman) van Keulen, Wageningen 
University and Research Centre
Dr M.N. (Max) Spoor
19 December 2007

80 Mr Akinyinka Akinyoade
Nigerian

Dynamics of Reproductive Behaviour in Rural Coastal 
Communities of Southern Ghana 
Professor C. (Christine) Sylvester
Dr E.B. (Eric) Ross
20 December 2007

81 Ms Tran Thi Thu Trang
Vietnamese

From Collectivisation to Globalisation. Social 
Differentiation and Transformation in a Rural Community 
of Vietnam
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
21 December 2007

2008
82 Ms Malika Basu
Indian

The Microcredit Business and Women’s Empowerment 
in India: Myths and Realities 
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
29 February 2008

83 Ms Georgina M Gomez
Argentinian

Making Markets. The institutional rise and decline of the 
Argentine Red de Trueque 
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Dr I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr G.E. (Erhard) Berner 
02 April 2008 – with distinction

84 Mr Juan Ponce Jarrin
Ecuadorean

Education Policy and Performance. Evaluating the 
impact of targeted education programs in Ecuador
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
30 May 2008

85 Ms Bimala Rai Paudyal
Nepalese

Agrarian Structures and Distributive Outcomes: A Study 
of Community Forestry in Nepal 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr D. (David) Dunham
25 September 2008

86 Mr Dawood Mamoon
Pakistani

Trade, Poverty, Inequality and Security
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
03 December 2008

2009
87 Mr Daniel Oshi
Nigerian

Rural Women and the Financing of Health Care in 
Nigeria
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Dr J.K. (Jan Kees) van Donge
12 March 2009

88 Ms Mallika Pinnawala
Sri Lankan

Gender Transformation and Female Migration. Sri Lankan 
domestic workers negotiate transnational household 
relations
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi 
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
13 March 2009

2007
67 Mr Mahmoud El Zain
Sudanese

Environmental Scarcity, Hydropolitics and the Nile
Emeritus Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
19 February 2007

68 Mr Nguyen Do An Tuan
Vietnamese

Agricultural Surplus and Industrialization in Vietnam 
since the Country’s Reunification 
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
20 February 2007

69 Mr Admasu Shiferaw
Ethiopian

Industrial Competitiveness and Firm Dynamics in 
Sub-Saharan Africa
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Dr P. (Peter) Knorringa
05 March 2007

70 Mr Fenta Mandefro Abate
Ethiopian

Beyond the Public Realm. Local Governance Network 
and Service Development in the Amhara and Tigray 
regions, Ethiopia
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
18 April 2007

71 Ms Nisrine El Ghaziri
Lebanese

Administrative Reform in Post-War Lebanon: Donor 
Prescriptions and Local Realities 
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
Dr D.R. (Des) Gasper
11 June 2007

72 Mr Albert Musisi
Ugandan

Underinvestment in Public Infrastructure Capital and 
Private Sector Output and Productivity in Uganda. 
Implications for Economic Growth 
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos 
Professor E.V.K. (Valpy) FitzGerald, Queen Elizabeth 
House,  
University of Oxford, UK
Dr P. (Peter) de Valk
29 June 2007

73 Ms Yu Kojima
Japanese

Women in the Trafficking-Migration Continuum; From 
the Perspective of Human Rights and Social Justice
Emeritus Professor B. (Bas) de Gaay Fortman
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
03 July 2007

74 Mr Shi Xiaoping
Chinese

Away from the Farm? The Impact of Off-Farm 
Employment on Farm Production, Factor Market 
Development and Sustainable Land Use in Jiangxi 
Province, P.R. China
Professor J.B. (Hans) Opschoor 
Professor A. (Arie) van Kuyvenhoven, Wageningen 
University and Research Centre
Dr M.N. (Max) Spoor 
Dr N. (Nico) Heerink, Wageningen University and 
Research Centre
11 July 2007

75 Mr Kwabena Biritwum Nyarko
Ghanaian

Drinking Water Sector in Ghana. Drivers for Performance
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing  
(in cooperation with UNESCO-IHE, Delft)
26 July 2007

76 Ms Veronica Bayangos
Filipina

Inflation Targeting and Exchange Rate Uncertainty
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Dr K. (Karel) Jansen
16 November 2007

77 Ms Veronica Gottret
Bolivian

Rural Innovation and Smallholders’ Livelihoods; Modes 
of Intervention in Hillside Communities of Latin America
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Professor C. (Cris) Kay 
Dr C.E.P. (Kees) Jansen, Wageningen University  
and Research Centre
27 November 2007
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2010
101 Mr Syed Aamer Abdullah
Pakistani

Political Economy of Conflict. The Social Contract and 
Conflict in Pakistan
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
11 February 2010

102 Ms Rose Wambui Wamuthenya
Kenyan

Economic Crisis and Women’s Unemployment in Urban 
Kenya
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
08 April 2010

103 Mr Le Tan Ngiem
Vietnamese

Activity and Income Diversification: Trends, 
Determinants, and Effects on Poverty Reduction. The 
Case of the Mekong River Delta
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
14 April 2010

104 Mr Husnul Amin
Pakistani

From Islamism to Post-Islamism, a Study of a New 
Intellectual Discourse on Islam and Modernity in Pakistan
Professor G. (Gerrie) ter Haar
Professor M.K. (Muhammed Khalid) Masud 
Dr L. (Linda) Herrera
26 April 2010

105 Ms Piyanit Onoparatvibool
Thai

Competitive Challenges and Cluster Responses. Orchids, 
Cars and Electronics in East and Southeast Asia
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
29 September 2010

106 Mr Francisco Alar
Mozambican

Performance Management of the Police in the Context 
of Public Sector Reform in Mozambique
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
Dr J. (Joop) de Wit
02 November 2010

2011
107 Mr Antonio Machohe
Mozambican

Limits to Decentralization in Mozambique: leadership, 
Politics and Local Government capacities for Service 
Delivery
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Dr J.P. (João) Guimarães
28 June 2011

108 Mr Sampson Oduro-Kwarteng
Ghanaian

Private Sector Involvement in Urban Solid Waste 
Collection. Performance, Capacity and Regulation in Five 
Cities in Ghana
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
29 August 2011

109 Mr Pedro Goulart
Portuguese

Schooling and Child Labour in Portugal
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
16 September 2011

110 Ms Xiao Liang
Chinese

The Economics of Sustainable Urban Water 
Management: The Case of Beijing
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
05 October 2011

111 Ms Xiang Feng
Chinese

Regional Tourism Cooperation. Factors Influencing the 
Performance of Regional Tourism Cooperation in China
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk 
Professor L. (Leo) van den Berg, Erasmus School of 
Economics
11 November 2011

112 Mr Akimi Yessoufou
Beninese

Local Actors in Top-down Implementation of Curricular 
Reform in Benin’s Primary Education System
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
Dr J.K. (Jan Kees) Van Donge
12 December 2011

89 Ms Lu Caizhen
Chinese

Who is poor in China? Comparison of Alternative 
Approaches to Poverty Assessment in Rural Yunnan
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr M. (Marlène) Buchy
08 May 2009 – with distinction

90 Ms Rose Namara
Ugandan

NGOs, Poverty Reduction and Social Exclusion in 
Uganda
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr K. (Kees) Biekart
19 June 2009

91 Mr Degefe Duressa Obo
Ethiopian

Microfinance in Ethiopia: Elixer or Poison?
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk 
Dr H. (Henk) Moll, Wageningen University  
and Research Centre
23 July 2009

92 Mr Victor Selorme Gedzi
Ghanaian

Principles and Practices of Dispute Resolution in Ghana 
– Ewe and Akan Procedures on Female’s Inheritance and 
Property Rights
Professor G. (Gerrie) ter Haar 
Professor B. (Barbara) Oomen, Utrecht University
Professor K. Quashigha, University of Ghana
19 October 2009

93 Mr Leandro Serino
Argentinian

Productive Diversification in Natural Resource- Abundant 
Countries – Limitations, Policies and the Experience of 
Argentina in the 2000s 
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
02 November 2009

94 Mr Pascale Hatcher
Canadian

The Politics of entrapment: The World Bank, The 
Integrated Development model & Citizenship at a 
Crossroad
Professor R. (Richard) Robison
Dr K. (Kees) Biekart
06 November 2009

95 Ms Tausi Kida
Tanzanian

The Systemic Interaction of Health Care Market and 
Urban Poverty in Tanzania
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor M. (Maureen) Mackintosh, The Open University, 
UK
10 November 2009

96 Mr Filmon Hadaro Hando
Ethiopian

Vulnerable Widows and Drought Relief in Ethiopia: 
Gidicho Community, Southwest Ethiopia
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
17 November 2009

97 Mr John Agbonifo
Nigerian

Development as Conflict: Ogoni Movement, the State 
and Oil Resources in the Niger Delta, Nigeria
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr K. (Kees) Biekart
03 December 2009

98 Mr Jerome Rudolf Awortwe-Abban
Ghanaian

Ghanaian Graduates in Enterprise 
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
09 December 2009

99 Ms Manohara Khadka
Nepalese

Why Does Exclusion Continue? Aid, Knowledge and 
Power in Nepal’s Community Forestry Policy Process
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Dr K. (Kristin) Komives
Dr M. (Marlène) Buchy, Langport, United Kingdom
14 December 2009

100 Ms Sailaja Nandigama
Indian

Transformations in the Making: Actor-networks, Elite-
control and Gender Dynamics in Community Forest 
Management Intervention in Adavipalli, Andhra Pradesh, 
India
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr M. (Marlène) Buchy, Langport, United Kingdom
22 December 2009
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125 Ms Suzanne Naafs
Dutch

Youth, Work and Lifestyles in an Indonesian Industrial 
Town
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr L. (Linda) Herrera
11 December 2012

2013
126 Ms Shyamika Jayasundara-Smits
Sri Lankan

In Pursuit of Hegemony: Politics and State Building in Sri 
Lanka
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr D. (David) Dunham
23 May 2013

127 Ms Sandra Sunanto
Indonesian

The Effects of Modern Food Retail Development on 
Consumers, Producers, Wholesalers and Traditional 
Retailers: The Case of West Java
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
10 September 2013

128 Ms Agnes Corradi
Brazilian

Critical Learning Episodes in the Evolution of Business 
Start-Ups: Business Incubators in South-Eastern Brazil
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
18 September 2013

129 Mr Richard Ameyaw Ampadu
Ghanaian

Finding the Middle Ground: Land Tenure Reform and 
Customary Claims Negotiability in Rural Ghana
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
20 September 2013

130 Ms Holly Alexandra Ritchie
British

Negotiating Tradition, Power and Fragility in Afghanistan. 
Institutional Innovation and Change in Value Chain 
Development
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
26 September 2013 – with distinction

131 Mr Frew Mengistu Truneh
Ethiopian

Institutional Interfaces and Actor’s Behavior in 
Transitional Real Estate Markets of Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
19 December 2013

132 Mr Diederik Paul de Boer
Dutch

Local Sustainable Development and Conservation? A 
Research into  
Three Different Types of Tourism Partnerships in 
Tanzania
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
19 December 2013

2014
133 Ms Renate Hartwig
German

Essays on the Effects of Informal and Formal Protection 
Arrangements
Professor M. (Michael) Grimm
Dr R.A. (Robert) Sparrow
12 March 2014

134 Mr Hannington Shemawa Odame
Kenyan

Innovation Dynamics and Agricultural Biotechnology in 
Kenya
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
17 September 2014

135 Mr Ricardo Real Pedroso de Sousa
Portuguese

External Interventions and Conflicts in Africa after the 
End of the Cold War
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
19 September 2014

136 Mr Adriano Alfredo Nuvunga
Mozambican

From the Two-Party to the Dominant-Party System in 
Mozambique, 1994-2012: Framing Frelimo Party 
Dominance in Context
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
26 November 2014

113 Ms Bilisuma Bushie Dito
Ethiopian

Essays on Women’s Bargaining Power and Intra-
household resource allocation in Rural Ethiopia
Professor M. (Michael) Grimm
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
22 December 2011

114 Ms Henry Aniagoa Kifordu
Nigerian

Nigeria’s political Executive Elite: Paradoxes and 
Continuities, 1960-2007
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
22 December 2011

2012
115 Mr Donald Mmari
Tanzanian

Institutional Innovations and Competitiveness of 
Smallholders in Tanzania
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
19 March 2012

116 Mr Alexander Blandón López
Colombian

Economic Restructuring and Value Chains. The Search 
for Regional Competitiveness in Colombia
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Dr G. (Guus) van Westen, Utrecht University
11 April 2012

117 Ms Lucienne Maas 
Dutch

A Time to Enrol, A Time to Stop… Policies, Perceptions 
and Practices Influencing the Right to Basic Education in 
Yemen
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr J.E. (Jos) Mooij
12 April 2012

118 Ms Christina Kayoza
Tanzanian

Integrated Infrastructure for Sustainable Improvement of 
Movement and Safety in Urban Road Corridors. The Case 
of Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
26 April 2012

119 Mr Prem Kumar Vijayan
Indian

Making the Pitrubhumi: Masculine Hegemony and the 
Formation of the Hindu Nation
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi
11 May 2012

120 Ms Mariana S Cifuentes Montoya
Mexican

Negotiating Social Policies in Kenya: Aid, Ethnicity and 
Resource Struggles
Professor J.W. (Jim) Björkman
Professor M.R. (Martin) Doornbos 
Dr J.E. (Jos) Mooij
17 August 2012

121 Ms Moushira Elham Elgeziri
Egyptian

In Pursuit of Dignity: Education and Social Mobility in the 
Life Trajectories of Women Commercial School 
Graduates in Cairo
Professor M. (Marc) Wuyts
Dr B. (Bridget) O’Laughlin
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi
27 September 2012

122 Mr Belay File Garoma
Ethiopian

Determinants of Microenterprise Success in the Urban 
Informal Sector of Addis Ababa: A multidimensional 
Analysis
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
05 November 2012

123 Ms Ariunaa Dashtseren
Mongolian

The Changing Nature of Work in Mongolia (1989-2003): 
Potential, Informal and Migrant Workers
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr J. (John) Cameron
06 November 2012

124 Ms Shuchi Karim
Bangladeshi

Living Sexualities: Negotiating Heteronormativity in 
Middle Class Bangladesh
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr D. (Dubravka) Zarkov
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi
11 December 2012
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137 Ms Rekopantswe Mate
Zimbabwean

Grappling with Emerging Adulthoods: Youth Narratives 
of Coming of Age in a Frontier Town, Zimbabwe
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr D. (Dubravka) Zarkov
11 December 2014

138 Ms Hacer Deniz Aksin
Turkish

Structural Adjustment and Peasant Producers: The 
Political Economy of a Turkish Export Crop
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr M. (Murat) Arsel
16 December 2014

139 Mr Jan Willem le Grand
Dutch

Sustainable Pathways or Troubled Development? Rural 
Community Dynamics in the Andean Valleys of Bolivia
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor E.B. (Annelies) Zoomers, Utrecht University
23 December 2014

2015
140 Ms Rafaela De Quadros Rigoni
Brazilian

Between Care and Order: Street-Level Workers’ 
Discretion and Drug Policies in Amsterdam (The 
Netherlands) and Porto Alegre (Brazil)
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Professor D.J. (Dirk) Korf, University of Amsterdam
Dr J. (John) Cameron
01 May 2015

141 Mr Anagaw Derseh Mebratie
Ethiopian

Essays on Evaluating a Community Based Health 
Insurance Scheme in Rural Ethiopia
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr R.A. (Robert) Sparrow
10 June 2015

142 Ms Djalita Nadine Fialho de 
Oliveira Ramos
Portuguese

Slicing Up the Developing World: Differentiation in the 
Special Treatment of Developing Countries
Professor P.A.G. (Peter) van Bergeijk
Dr S.A. (Susan) Newman
19 June 2015

143 Ms Kanokkarn Tevapitak
Thai

Environmental Responsibility of Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) and Stakeholder Influences: The Case 
Study of Water Pollution in Thailand
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing 
01 October 2015

144 Mr Martua Thomas Sirait
Indonesian

Inclusion, Exclusion and Agrarian Change: Experience of 
Forest Land Redistribution in Indonesia 
Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
02 November 2015

145 Mr Ward Warmerdam
Dutch

Having, Giving, Taking. Understanding China’s 
Development Cooperation in Africa
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor 
Dr A. (Arjan) de Haan, International Development 
Research Centre, Ottawa
09 November 2015

146 Mr Fulgêncio Lucas Muti Seda
Mozambican

Border Governance in Mozambique: The Intersection of 
International Border Controls, Regional Integration and 
Realities In Cross-Border Regions
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr H.M. (Helen) Hintjens
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
30 November 2015

147 Mr Zelalem Yilma Debebe
Ethiopian

Essays on the Economics of Health-Risk and Insurance
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi 
Dr M. (Marleen) Dekker, Africa Studies Centre, Leiden 
Univesity
04 December 2015

148 Mr Enzama Wilson
Ugandan

Reconstructing Post-War Local Economies: Institutional 
Dynamics and Smallholder Value Chain Interventions in 
Northern Uganda
Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
17 December 2015

2016
149 Ms Gloria Otieno
Kenyan

Standards and Development: Perspectives from Kenya’s 
Horticultural Export Industry
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
03 March 2016

150 Mr Atsushi Sano
Japanese

Victimhood and Agency in the Sex Trade: Experiences 
and Perceptions of Teenage Girls in Rural west Java
Emeritus Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
21 April 2016

151 Mr Mohammed Omer Almoghayer
Palestinian

Beyond Factionalism? Cultural and Children’s Programs 
on Palestinian Satellite TV 
Professor C.J.M. (Karin) Arts 
Professor D. (Dick) Douwes, Erasmus School of History,  
Culture and Communication
Dr H.M. (Helen) Hintjens
08 July 2016

152 Ms Runa Laila
Bangladeshi

Reproductive Health Practices in Rural Bangladesh: 
State, Gender and Ethnicity 
Emeritus Professor B.N.F. (Ben) White 
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi
29 August 2016

153 Ms Christina Sathyamala
Indian

Nutrition: Contested Meanings. A Theoretical and 
Empirical Enquiry
Professor A. (Ashwani) Saith
Dr A. (Amrita) Chhachhi
16 September 2016 – with distinction

154 Mr Maazullah Khan
Pakistani

Akhuwat Microfinance: Participation, Impact and 
Gender-Based Heterogeneity in Business Returns
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
11 November 2016

155 Mr Tsegaye Moreda Shegro
Ethiopian

The Political Economy of the Land-Livelihoods Nexus in 
an Era of Ecological Change and the Global Land Rush. 
Access to Land, Land Conflict and Large-Scale Land 
Acquisitions in Ethiopia
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
18 November 2016

156 Mr Koen Voorend
Dutch

A Welfare Magnet in the South? The Interplay between 
Migration and Social Policy in Costa Rica
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
21 November 2016

157 Ms Natalia Mamonova
Russian

Rethinking Rural Politics in Post-Socialist Settings
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
23 November 2016

158 Mr Jan Fransen
Dutch

Crafting Innovations. The Evolving Institutional Regimes 
of Handicraft Exporters in Emerging Economies
Emeritus Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
15 December 2016

159 Ms Sara Mamdouh Ibrahim Salem
Dutch

The Old is Dying and the New is Not Yet Born. The 2011 
Egyptian Revolution: Labour, Capital, Time
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr M.K.A. (Karim) Kniou
19 December 2016

160 Ms Mary Mohamed Rutenge
Tanzanian

Gold-mining Multinationals and Community Interaction 
in Tanzania. Towards Localised Social Accountability
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Emeritus Professor A.H.J. (Bert) Helmsing
20 December 2016
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2018
173 Ms Annisa Gita Srikandini
Indonesian

Politics of Disaster Risk Governance in Indonesia and 
Myanmar: A study into the dynamics of governance 
network on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Dr R.S. (Roanne) van Voorst
27 March 2018

174 Ms Katerina Mojanchevska
Macedonian

Accommodation of Cultural Diversity in Public Spaces: 
The case of Skopje (Macedonia)
Professor M.P. (Meine Pieter) van Dijk
Professor H.B. (Han) Entzinger, Erasmus School of Social 
and Behavioural Sciences
22 May 2018

175 Mr Alberto Alonso-Fradejas
Spanish

The Rise of Agro-Extractive Capitalism. Insights from 
Guatemala  
in the Early 21st Century
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
10 September 2018

176 Ms Eri Ikeda
Japanese

Global and Developing Country Business Cycles
Professor P.A.G. (Peter) van Bergeijk
Dr H.V.B. (Howard) Nicholas
24 September 2018

177 Ms José A. Diemel
Dutch

Mining Reform, Governance and the State in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The traces ‘conflict-
mineral’ policy left behind on natural resource 
governance in Katanga 
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Professor K. (Koen) Vlassenroot, Ghent University
Dr J. (Jeroen) Cuvelier, Ghent University
04 October 2018

178 Ms Duygu Avci
Turkish

Transformative Politics in Environmental Struggles: A 
comparative analysis of the mining conflicts in Intag, 
Ecuador and Mount Ida, Turkey
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr M. (Murat) Arsel
08 October 2018

179 Ms Elena del Consuelo Fernández-
Salvador
Ecuadorean

The Shuar and Large-Scale Mining in Zamora-Chinchipe, 
Ecuador: A study of ethnopolitics and the struggle over 
natural resources
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
Dr L. (Lorenzo) Pellegrini 
27 November 2018

180 Ms Eunjung Koo
Korean

Where is the Value of Housework? Re-conceptualizing 
Housework as Family Care Activity
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr K.A. (Karin Astrid) Siegmann
27 November 2018

181 Mr Ome Chattranond
Thai

Battery of Asia? The Rise of Regulatory Regionalism and 
Transboundary Hydropower Development in Laos
Professor W. (Wil) Hout 
Professor B.E. (Bram) Büscher, Wageningen University 
and Research Centre
06 December 2018

182 Mr Juan David Parra Heredia
Colombian

Critical Realism and the Persistence of Poor School 
Performance in Northern Colombia. The Difference It 
Makes
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr M.K.A. (Karim) Kniou
07 December 2018

183 Ms Stefania Donzelli
Italian

Feminism and Migration into Italy: The Intersectionality 
of Gender and Race
Professor D. (Des) Gasper
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
13 December 2018

184 Ms Yunan Xu
Chinese

The Political Economy of Industrial Tree Plantations in 
the Era of Global Land Rush: The Case of Guangxi, China
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr M.L. (Mindi) Schneider
20 December 2018

2017
161 Ms Michela Marcatelli
Italian

Legitimizing Inequality: A Political Ecology of Water in 
the Waterberg, South Africa
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor B.E. (Bram) Büscher, Wageningen University 
and Research Centre
03 March 2017

162 Mr Benedict McKay
Canadian

The Politics of Control: New Dynamics of Agrarian 
Change in Bolivia’s Soy Complex
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
21 April 2017

163 Ms Getrude Isimon
Ugandan

Understanding the Complex Interconnections of Civil 
War and Communal Violence: The Case of Uganda
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Dr H.H. (Helen) Hintjens
02 June 2017

164 Ms Karem Sánchez de Roldán
Colombian

Land of Contrast, Context of Exclusion. Social Capital in 
Policy Formulation: Valle del Cauca – Colombia 
1998-2008
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr W. (Wendy) Harcourt
12 June 2017

165 Mr Binyam Afewerk Demena
Eritrean

Essays on Intra-Industry Spillovers from FDI in 
Developing Countries. A Firm-Level Analysis with a Focus 
on Sub-Saharan Africa
Professor P.A.G. (Peter) van Bergeijk
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
16 June 2017

166 Ms Sarah Rachel Zipp
American

Changing the Game or Dropping the Ball? Sport and 
Human Capability Development for At Risk Youth in 
Barbados and St. Lucia 
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr W. (Wendy) Harcourt
03 July 2017

167 Mr Selwyn Jurre Vincent Moons
Dutch

Heterogenous Effects of Economic Diplomacy: 
Instruments, Determinants and Developments
Professor P.A.G. (Peter) van Bergeijk
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
14 July 2017

168 Ms Joana Vondee-Awortwi
Ghanaian

Aid as a catalyst to Development? The Case of Ghana’s 
political and Economic Transformation (1957-2013)
Professor W. (Wil) Hout  
Dr A. (Arjan) de Haan, International Development  
Research Centre, Ottawa
27 September 2017

169 Ms Saba Kassa
Dutch

Disciplining Governance in Africa. A comparison of the 
World Bank’s Country Policy and Institutional 
Assessment and the African Union’s African Peer Review 
Mechanism
Professor W. (Wil) Hout 
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
17 November 2017

170 Mr Alonso Ramirez Cover
Costa Rican

A Political Ecology of Neoliberal Multiculturalism. Social 
Inclusion and Market-Based Conservation In Indigenous 
Costa Rica
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor B.E. (Bram) Büscher, Wageningen University 
and Research Centre
27 November 2017

171 Ms Siu Sue Mark
American

Land Tenure Reform in Myanmar’s Regime Transition: 
Political Legitimacy Vs Capital Accumulation 
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
06 December 2017

172 Ms Maria Gabriela Palacio Ludena
Ecuadorean

A Matter of Choice? Cash Transfers and Narratives of 
Dependence in the lives of Women in Southern Ecuador 
Professor R.P. (Rob) Vos
Dr M. (Murat) Arsel
Dr A.M. (Andrew) Fischer
07 December 2017
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196 Mr Ben Radley
British

Mining Industrialisation in the African Periphery: 
Disruption and Dependency in South Kivu, DRC
Dr A.M. (Andrew) Fischer
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
20 September 2019 – with distinction

197 Mr Muhammad Saleem
Pakistani

Evaluating Political Capture and Targeting Performance 
of The Benazir Income Support Program in Pakistan
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr R.A. (Robert) Sparrow
02 October 2019

198 Mr Bramwel Matui Namtala
Kenyan

Collective Memory, Inter-ethnic interactions: the Politics 
of Becoming and Being ‘Sabaot’ in Kenya
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
Professor P.O. (Peter) Ndege, MOI University, Kenya
Dr H.M. (Helen) Hintjens
14 October 2019

199 Ms Nguyen Thi Mai Lan
Vietnamese

The Output and Price Effects of Monetary Policy in 
Emerging and Developing Countries with a Special Case 
Study of Vietnam
Professor P.A.G. (Peter) van Bergeijk
Dr E. (Elissaios) Papyrakis
24 October 2019

200 Ms Sara Vigil Díaz-Telenti
Spanish

Geopolitical Ecologies of Environmental Change, Land 
Grabbing, and Migration: Comparative perspectives from 
Senegal and Cambodia
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr F. (François) Gemenne, University of Liège, Belgium
Joint doctorate with University of Liège, Belgium
07 November 2019

201 Ms Ratha Thuon
Cambodian

International Accountability Mechanisms of Multilateral 
Development Banks: The Practice in Cambodia
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras 
Dr A. (Oane) Visser
08 November 2019

202 Anne Siebert
German

Food Sovereignty and Urban Agriculture: understanding 
linkages and exploring implications in the South African 
context
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras 
Professor P. (Pierre) Thielbörger, Ruhr-Universität Bochum
Joint doctorate with Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany
21 November 2019 

203 Mr Tefera Negash Gebregzhaber
Ethiopian

The Party That Consumes the State: The Rise of 
Oligarchy in Post-1991 Ethiopia
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Professor M.A.R.M. (Mohamed) Salih
12 December 2019

204 Mr Shigehisa Kasahara
Japanese

A Critical Evaluation of the Flying Geese Paradigm: The 
evolving framework of the model and its application to 
East Asian regional development and beyond
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr A.M. (Andrew) Fischer
19 December 2019

2020
205 Ms Salomey Gyamfi Afrifa
Ghanaian 

Processes of institutional change: the case of small-
town water supply systems in Ghana 
Professor A.H.J. Helmsing 
Dr G.M. (Georgina) Gómez
21 January 2020

206 Ms Sonia López Cerón
Colombian 

The stratified emergentist Polanyian perspective: a 
relational approach for the study of the economy of the 
family
Professor D. (Des) Gasper
Dr M.K.A. (Karim) Kniou
31 January 2020 – with distinction

2019
185 Mr Fasil Nigussie Taye
Ethiopian

Changing Childhoods, Places and Work: The Everyday 
Politics of Learning-by-Doing in the Urban Weaving 
Economy in Ethiopia
Professor C.J.M. (Karin) Arts 
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Dr R.B.C. (Roy) Huijsmans
19 February 2019

186 Ms Clara Mi Young Park
Korean

Gender, Generation and Agrarian Change: Cases from 
Myanmar and Cambodia
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Professor W. (Wendy) Harcourt
28 February 2019

187 Ms Åsa Ekvall
Swedish

Gender Inequality, Homophobia and Violence: The three 
pillars of patriarchal norms and attitudes and their 
relations 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Professor P. (Petra) Meier, University of Antwerp
Dr D. (Dubravka) Zarkov
Joint doctorate with University of Antwerp, Belgium
14 March 2019

188 Ms Amrita Datta
Indian

Continuity and Change: Migration and Development in 
India. The case of Bihar 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi 
Dr A. (Arjan) de Haan, International Development 
Research Centre, Ottawa
03 April 2019

189 Mr Raffael Beier
German

From the City to the Desert. Analysing shantytown 
resettlement in Casablanca, Morocco, from residents’ 
perspectives
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren 
Professor M. (Matthias) Kiese, Ruhr-Universität Bochum
Professor W. (Wilhelm) Löwenstein, Ruhr-Universität 
Bochum
Dr S.I. (Sylvia) Bergh & Dr G.E. (Erhard) Berner
Joint doctorate with Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany
05 April 2019 – with distinction

190 Ms Christina McGee Schiavoni
American

Constructing and Contesting Food Sovereignty: Food 
Lines, Fault Lines and Seeds of Transformation in 
Venezuela
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor
Dr M.L. (Mindi) Schneider
29 April 2019 – with distinction 

191 Mr Teun van Dijk
Dutch

Pathways in Local Economic Development in Tanzania. 
Institutionalisation of Collective Action: The Case of 
Mbulu and Karatu Districts 
Professor A.H.J (Bert) Helmsing
08 May 2019

192 Ms Zemzem Shigute Shuka
Ethiopian

Essays on Evaluation of Social Protection Programmes in 
Ethiopia 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr M. (Matthias) Rieger
14 June 2019

193 Ms Gloria Nguya Binda
Congolese

Livelihood Strategies of Internally Displaced Persons in 
Urban Eastern DRC 
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Professor D.J. (Dirk-Jan) Koch, Radboud University
12 July 2019

194 Ms Millicent Omukaga
Kenyan

Women on Corporate Boards: navigating gender hurdles 
to access corporate boards in Kenya
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr F.B.F.M. (Freek) Schiphorst
02 September 2019

195 Ms Paulina Trejo Mendez
Mexican

Politics of Knowledge: Weaving Stories of 
Dehumanization, Erasure and Resistance in the 
Highlands of Chaipas
Professor W. (Wendy) Harcourt
Dr R.A. (Rosalba) Icaza Garza
13 September 2019 – with distinction
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219 Mr Kumba Digdowiseiso
Indonesian

Essays on Fiscal Decentralization: Evidence from 
developing countries with special focus on Indonesia
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr S.I. (Sylvia) Bergh 
14 December 2020

220 Ms Valeria Lauria 
Italian 

Beltways of Agency: Drivers, Modalities and Outcomes 
of Chinese Engagement in Ethiopian Infrastructure 
Investments 
Dr A.M. (Andrew) Fischer
Professor Stefan Collignon, Sant’Anna School of 
Advanced Studies
Joint doctorate with Sant’Anna School of Advanced 
Studies, Italy
15 December 2020

221 Ms Samantha Melis
Dutch

Constructing Disaster Response Governance in Post-
Conflict Settings: Contention, Collaboration and 
Compromise 
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Dr R.S. (Roanne) van Voorst
Professor Raymond Apthorpe, Royal Anthropological 
Institute 
17 December 2020

2021
222 Ms Huei-Ling Lai
Taiwanese 

Placing Sustainability, Geo-Historical Entanglements  
of Grassroots Innovations and Place-Making Politics  
in Taiwan 
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
Dr M.L. (Mindi) Schneider, Wageningen University & 
Research
25 February 2021

223 Mr Kenji Kimura
Japanese

Transnational Systems of Care and Women’s Labour 
Migration: A Study of the System of Indonesian Domestic 
Workers to and in Malaysia
Professor D. (Des) Gasper
Dr T. (Thanh-Dam) Truong
3 March 2021

224 Ms Zhen Lu
Chinese

The Role of Local Governments in Emerging Regional 
Business Systems: A Comparative Analysis of Zhejiang 
and Yunnan Provinces 
Professor Dr A.H.J (Bert) Helmsing
Dr J. (Jan) Fransen
24 June 2021

225 Mr Anggun Hari Susilo
Indonesian 

The Indonesian National Program for Community 
Empowerment (PNPM): Rural Decentralization in the 
context of neoliberalism and World Bank policies
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Dr G.E. (Erhard) Berner 
30 September 2021

226 Ms Natacha Rivi Bruna
Mozambican

Extractivism, Rural Livelihoods and Accumulation in a 
“Climate-Smart” World: The rise of green extractivism
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
8 October 2021

227 Ms Cynthia Embido Bejeno
Filipino

On the Frontlines: Peasant Women and Land Reform 
Struggles in the Philippines 
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr R.A. (Rosalba) Icaza Garza
29 October 2021

228 Mr Antonio Miguel  
Roman-Alcalá
American

Histories of Othering, Practices of Solidarity, and 
Prospects for Emancipatory Convergence Among 
California’s Food and Farming Movements in Times of 
Resurgent Right-wing Power
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr M.J. (Jahi) Chappell, Coventry University
Dr J.F. (Julien-Francois) Gerber
30 November 2021

207 Ms Jacqueline Gaybor Tobar
American 

The body politics of menstruation: technologies, 
sustainability and destigmatization 
Professor W. (Wendy) Harcourt
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa 
Dr R.A. (Rosalba) Icaza Garza
21 February 2020

208 Ms Elizabeth Mulewa Ngutuku
Kenyan 

Rhizomatic Cartographies of Children’s Lived Experience 
of Poverty and Vulnerability in Siaya, Kenya
Professor C.J.M (Karin) Arts
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa 
Dr Auma Okwany
4 March 2020 – with distinction

209 Ms Saskia Vossenberg
Dutch

Gendered Institutions Matter 
A Middle Ground Between Feminist and Gender-Blind 
Perspectives on Enterprise Development 
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Dr G.M. (Georgina) Gómez
4 June 2020

210 Ms Aleksandra Piletic
Serbian 

Varieties of Urban Capitalism: A Multiscalar Analysis of 
Neoliberal Restructuring in and Through New York City, 
Johannesburg and Stockholm 
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Dr M.K.A. (Karim) Kniou
17 September 2020 – with distinction

211 Mr Tanmoy Majilla
Indian

Essays in Empirical Development Economics 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr M. (Matthias) Rieger
18 September 2020

212 Ms Isabelle Desportes
German

Repression Without Resistance: Disaster Responses in 
Authoritarian Low-Intensity Conflict Settings
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Dr R.S. (Roanne) van Voorst
5 November 2020

213 Mr Eric Dante Gutierrez
Filipino

Criminals Without Borders: Resilience and 
Interdependence in Opium and Coca Commodity 
Chains
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr M.N. (Max) Spoor
11 November 2020 – with distinction

214 Mr Rodrigo Mena
Chilean

Disasters in Conflict: Understanding Disaster 
Governance, Risk Reduction and Response During 
High-Intensity Conflict in South Sudan, Afghanistan, and 
Yemen 
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Dr R.S. (Roanne) van Voorst
25 November 2020

215 Mr Luis Artavia-Mora
American

Understanding and Overcoming Biases Against 
Marginalized Groups: Behavioral and Experimental 
Evidence from The Netherlands and Burkina Faso 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr M. (Matthias) Rieger
30 November 2020

216 Ms Farzana A. Misha
Bangladeshi

The Effect of Integrated Safety Net Programs in 
Bangladesh and Uganda
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr N. (Natascha) Wagner
2 December 2020

217 Mr William M. M. Orie
Surinamese 

Obstacles to Financing Facing Micro, Small, and 
Medium-Sized Firms in Suriname A Study from a 
Small-State Perspective 
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr E. (Elissaios) Papyrakis
7 December 2020

218 Ms Adwoa Yeboah Gyapong
Ghanaian

The Political Dynamics of Global Land Deals: Land and 
Labour Nexus in Ghana
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
9 December 2020
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239 Mr Louis Thiemann
German

The Third Class: Artisans of the world, unite?  
Professor M.N. (Max) Spoor 
Professor J. D. van der Ploeg 
Dr A. (Oane) Visser 
30 June 2022– with distinction 

240 Mr Emile Smidt
South African

Beyond Militarized Conservation: The police labour 
regime and its effects in the Kruger National Park 
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Prof. B.E. (Bram) Büscher, Wageningen University
07 July 2022

241 Mr Dennis Amego Korbla Penu
Ghanaian 

Regional Reorganisation, Communal Context and 
Conflicts in Ghana 
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Dr S.M.S. (Shyamika) Jayasundara-Smits
16 August 2022

242 Ms Ebba Katarina Tellander 
Swedish

The Wind that Blows Before the Rain: Resistance against 
oppression in Northern Somalia in the 1980s
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Dr K. (Kees) Biekart
Dr C. (Cindy) Horst-PRIO
20 September 2022

243 Mr Fergus Michael William O’Leary 
Simpson 
British

The Political Ecology of Conservation at a Violent 
Frontier Constellation in South Kivu, Eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst
Professor L. (Lorenzo) Pellegrini 
Dr S. (Sara) Geenen, University of Antwerp
Joint doctorate with University of Antwerp, Belgium
3 October 2022

244 Ms Zoe Wilen Brent
American

The Challenge of Generational Renewal in Post-
industrial Farming Contexts: Regimes of agrarian social 
reproduction in the Basque Country 
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
Dr M.L. (Mindi) Schneider, Brown University
Dr M. (Mamen) Cuéllar Padilla, University of Córdoba
Joint doctorate with The University of Córdoba, Spain
5 October 2022- with distinction

245 Ms Britta Holzberg
German

Decent Work in Textiles and Garment Production: 
Analysing the formation of glo-cal perspectives and 
practices in Egypt and Jordan 
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Prof. U. (Uta) Wilkens, Ruhr University Bochum
Joint doctorate with Ruhr University Bochum
11 October 2022
 

246 Ms Sanghamitra Chakravarty
Indian

A Development Lens to Resource-Constrained 
Innovation: Exploring frugality in medical device 
manufacturing in South Africa
Professor P. (Peter) Knorringa
Professor C.P. (Cees) van Beers, TU Delft
Dr G.M. (Georgina) Gomez
04 November 2022

247 Mr Fabio Andrés Díaz Pabón
Colombian

Connecting Expressions of Discontent: The processes of 
escalation, de-escalation, and recurrence of conflict in 
Colombia and South Africa 
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr H.M. (Helen) Hintjens
24 November 2022

248 Ms Mahardhika Sjamsoeoed Sadjad
Indonesian

Intimations of an ‘Us’ When Imagining and Encountering 
the ‘Refugee Other’: Reactions and responses to 
refugees’ presence in Indonesia 
Professor D. (Des) Gasper
Dr R.B.C. (Roy) Huijsmans
05 December 2022

229 Ms Sabna Mohamed  
Abbass Ali
Sudanese

Extractive Industries and Development: An Investigation 
into the Resource Curse Impact on Happiness, Growth, 
Export Diversification, and Institutions 
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr E. (Elissaios) Papyrakis
3 December 2021

230 Ms Roselle Leah K. Rivera
Filipino

Beyond Access: Gender and Transport Justice in Davao 
City, Philippines 
Professor I.P. (Irene) van Staveren
Dr G.E. (Erhard) Berner
7 December 2021

231 Mr Andrea Floridi
Italian

Firms Navigating in the Borderland Between Formality 
and Informality
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed
Dr N. (Natascha) Wagner
Dr Binyam Afewerk Demena
9 December 2021

232 Ms Zuleika Bibi Sheik
South African

Liminagraphy; Lessons in Life-Affirming Research 
Practices for Collective Liberation
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr R.A. (Rosalba) Icaza Garza
13 December 2021- with distinction

233 Ms Elyse Noble Mills
Canadian

Transnational Fishers’ Movements and the Politics of 
Global Fisheries 
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Professor D. (Des) Gasper
21 December 2021

2022
234 Mr Sergio Andres Coronado 
Delgado
Colombian

Peasants, Protests and Litigation: Struggles over land and 
institutions in Colombia 
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras 
Dr K. (Kristina) Dietz, University of Kassel 
Joint doctorate with University of Kassel, Germany 
4 February 2022 – with distinction 

235 Ms Zahra Zarepour
Iranian

Cash Instead of Subsidy: Essays on the Impact of the 
2010 Iranian Energy Subsidy Reform 
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr N. (Natascha) Wagner
8 February 2022 

236 Ms Seohee Kwak
Korean

Political Action in Vietnam: Between Toleration and 
Repression 
Professor W. (Wil) Hout
Dr J. (Joop) de Wit
7 April 2022

237 Mr Rukumbuzi Delphin Ntanyoma
Congolese 

What Makes People (Dis)Engage in Violence?
A micro-level analysis of choices, incentives, and 
expectations in Eastern DRC 
Professor S.M. (Mansoob) Murshed 
Dr H.M. (Helen) Hintjens 
Dr M. (Matthias) Rieger 
12 May 2022

238 Mr Willem Bartel van Eekelen
Dutch

Sociol-Economic Development in the Rural Global South 
and the Role of Official Development Assistance: 
An evaluator’s narrative
Professor D.J.M. (Thea) Hilhorst 
Dr A. (Oane) Visser 
1 June 2022
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249 Mr Brandon Sommer
Canadian

The Transformation of Contemporary China - From Mao 
to Xi: An Immanent causality morphogenetic regulation 
analysis of socio-economic transformation
Professor A.S. (Arjun) Bedi
Dr M.K.A. (Karim) Kniou
15 December 2022

2023
250 Ms Yukari Sekine 
Japanese 

Agrarian Struggles in the Era of Climate Change, 
Populism, and Authoritarianism in Myanmar
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Professor M. (Murat) Arsel
Dr J.F. (Julien-Francois) Gerber
10 March 2023

Joint doctorates not defended at ISS

A Ms Carole Treibich
French

Four Essays on the Economics of Road Risks in India
Professor P-Y. (Pierre-Yves) Geoffard, EHESS, Paris, 
France
Professor M. (Michael) Grimm
Joint degree with L’École des hautes Études en sciences 
sociales, France
05 December 2014

B Mr Mauro Conti
Italian

Agrifinancialization and Transnational Agrarian 
Movements 
Professor S.M. (Jun) Borras
Dr A. Vitale, University of Calabria 
Joint degree with University of Calabria, Italy
16 April 2020
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