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This paper draws on on-going research in San Miguel Ixtahuacan, a Maya-Mam mine-
affected community in Guatemala. It documents how the extractive industry’s efforts to
become ‘development partners’ of impoverished but politicized Indigenous communities
in this country both marginalize and radicalize Indigenous rights movements.

An agreement was signed between some executives from the municipal government of
San Miguel and the mining company Goldcorp in 2003, and operations began in 2004.
However, the exploitative nature of the land acquisition process, the mistreatment of
local mineworkers, and the detrimental environmental and health impacts of the mine
soon provoked an increasing number of people in San Miguel to oppose its activities
(Urkidi 2011). Goldcorp has attempted to offset this opposition through corporate social
responsibility (CSR) measures. These include the formation of a community relations
group that works on the ground with affected communities, the creation of a Public
Attention System to collect and record community problems, and partnership with local
NGOs to provide health services to mining workers.

While some of the Indigenous residents of San Miguel have welcomed employment in
the mine in addition to these CSR measures, others continue to decry the mis-
development of their territory, the contamination problems they are faced with, and the
violation of their Indigenous right to self-determination. Drawing on this ethnographic
case, we reflect on the general impacts of the CSR measures mining companies deploy
on Latin American Indigenous rights movements.
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