Book Series on Agrarian Change and Peasant Studies: Little Books on Big Issues

Scientifically rigorous, accessible, politically relevant, policy-oriented, affordable, state-of the-art books
for academics, development practitioners and social movement activists

Book I: Class Dynamics of Agrarian Change by Henry Bernstein
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN-10: 1565493567; ISBN-13: 978-1565493568
Henry Bernstein is professor of development studies in the University of London at the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS), and adjunct professor in COHD, China Agricultural University, Beijing

Agrarian political economy investigates the social relations of production and reproduction, property and power in agrarian formations, and how
they change. Using Marx’s theory of capitalism the book argues that class dynamics should be the starting point of any analysis of agrarian
change. As an introduction to agrarian political economy, this book includes explanations and applications of its key concepts, a glossary of
analytical terms, and a historical approach and framework for examining agrarian change in capitalism. The author assumes no prior knowledge
of political economy on the part of readers but aims, through this stimulating introduction, to encourage them to study it further.

Book II: Peasants and the Art of Farming: A Chayanovian Manifesto by Jan Douwe
van der Ploeg
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN-13: 978-1552665657; ISBN-10: 1552665658
eBook: http://developmentbookshop.com/peasants-and-the-art-of-farming
Jan Douwe van der Ploeg is a professor of rural sociology at Wageningen University in the Netherlands and at
China Agricultural University in Beijing, and chief editor of the English language collection European Perspectives
on Rural Development
Many impressive studies on the changing nature of the global food system have been published, and nearly all address changes at the macro
level. The far less visible changes occurring at the micro level have received relatively little attention, especially in the realm of critical rural
studies. This book is a reflection of the far-reaching and complex transformations of food systems that have occurred as a result of liberalization
and globalization. This book focuses on the structure and dynamics of peasant farms and the historically highly variable relations that govern
the processes of labour and production within the peasant farms. Jan Douwe van der Ploeg argues that peasant agriculture can play an
important, if not central, role in augmenting food production and creating sustainability. However, peasants today, as in the past, are materially
neglected. By building on the pioneering work of Chayanov, this book seeks to address this neglect and to show how important peasants are in
the ongoing struggles for food, food sustainability and food sovereignty.

Book III: Food Regimes and Agrarian Questions by Philip McMichael
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN-10: 1552665755; ISBN-13: 978-1552665756
eBook: http://developmentbookshop.com/food-regimes-and-agrarian-questions
Philip McMichael is a professor in the Department of Development Sociology at Cornell University and the
author of Development and Social Change: A Global Perspective, and Settlers and the Agrarian Question:
Foundations of Capitalism in Colonial Australia
Food Regimes and Agrarian Questions extends the original conception of the food regime, formulated by Harriet Friedmann and Philip
McMichael, detailing new dimensions of the succession of imperial, intensive and corporate food regimes. Developing the methodological
contributions of food regime analysis, McMichael re-examines the agrarian question historically and its present-day implications, introduces
regional interpretations of the food regime and incorporates gender, labour, financial, ecological and nutritional dimensions into his analysis.
Finally, McMichael explores the relationships between contemporary food, energy, climate and financial crises and food regime restructuring,
which includes agrofuels, land grabbing, the bioeconomy, agro-security mercantilism and the food sovereignty movement.

Book IV: Sustainable Livelihoods and Rural Development by Ian Scoones
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN: 9781552667743 (August 2015)
eBook: http://developmentbookshop.com/sustainable-livelihoods-and-rural-development-ebook
Ian Scoones is a professorial fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex and
Director of the ESRC STEPS Centre

The message of Sustainable Livelihoods and Rural Development is clear: livelihood approaches are an essential lens to view questions of rural
development, but these questions need to be situated in a better understanding of political economy. Ian Scoones delves into the history of
livelihoods thinking, reflects on the links to studies of poverty and wellbeing and discusses the array of livelihood frameworks and their potentials
and limitations.

Book V: Political Dynamics of Transnational Agrarian Movements by Marc Edelman
& Saturnino M. Borras Jr.
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN: 9781552668177 (April 2016)
eBook: http://developmentbookshop.com/political-dynamics-of-transnational-agrarian-movements-ebook
Marc Edelman is a professor of anthropology at Hunter College and the Graduate Center, City University of New
York (CUNY)
Saturnino M. Borras Jr. is a professor at the International Institute of Social Studies (ISS), The Hague and adjunct
professor at China Agricultural University, Beijing
Transnational agrarian movements (TAMs) are organizations, networks, coalitions and solidarity linkages of farmers, peasants, pastoralists and their
allies that cross national boundaries and seek to influence national and global policies. Today’s TAMs have contributed to reframing a wide range of
debates and practices in the fields of international development and agrarian and social movement studies, including sustainability and climate
change, land rights and agrarian reform, food sovereignty, neoliberal economics and global trade rules, corporate control of seeds and technology,
the human rights of peasants, and gender equity. In Political Dynamics of Transnational Agrarian Movements, Marc Edelman and Saturnino M.
Borras Jr. offer a state-of-the-art review of scholarship on transnational agrarian movements, a synthetic history of TAMs from the early twentieth
century to the present, and an analytical guide to TAM research.

Book VI: Agrarian Change, Migration and Development by Raúl Delgado Wise &
Henry Veltmeyer
Fernwood Publishing, Canada; ISBN: 9781552668122 (April 2016)
eBook: http://developmentbookshop.com/agrarian-change-migration-and-development-ebook
Raúl Delgado Wise is a professor and former director of the Doctoral Program in Development Studies at the
Autonomous University of Zacatecas, Mexico
Henry Veltmeyer is a professor of Development Studies at the Autonomous University of Zacatecas, Mexico and
Editor-in-Chief of the Canadian Journal of International Development Studies
The focus and concern of Agrarian Change, Migration and Development is the problem of labour migration. Veltmeyer and Wise explore the
dynamics and development implications of the migration processes set in motion by the capitalist mode of production. The dynamics of these
processes are both international — in regard to the international or cross-border flows of labour migrants — and internal to countries that have
undergone, or are undergoing, a process of agrarian change and social transformation. Veltmeyer and Wise examine what they call the “migrationdevelopment nexus” from both a political economy and a sociological perspective, highlighting current trends, the global scale and the human
dimension of the labour migration process, with particular reference to the increasing south-north flows of migrants who are forced to abandon
their communities and ways of life by the globalizing forces of capitalist development.
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