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Peasant Territories: Resistance and Existence in the Struggle 

for Emancipation in Brazil 
 

Leonardo van den Berg and Margriet Goris 
 

 

Introduction 

With many neo-liberal governments across the world taking up elements of authoritarianism and right-

wing populism (Thomas and Tufts 2016, Bruff 2013), peasants are facing new threats (Scoones et. al. 
2017). In Brazil, right-wing populism

1
, in combination with neoliberal ideologies, leads to austerity 

measures that dismantle pro-poor and pro-minority policies, and to policies that support and promote 

the insertion of agriculture and food production into global markets (Cunha 2017). These measures 
contribute to the economic marginalisation and social exclusion of groups such as peasants and 

indigenous people (Bruff 2013, Cunha 2017). Scoones et. al (2017) argue that emancipatory 

alternatives, alternatives that allow people to be different and to do things differently, are necessary to 
counter, and protect peasants from, processes of social exclusion and economic marginalisation.  

 

Brazilian peasant movements have historically created emancipatory alternatives by constructing 

peasant territories: geographical and socio-material spaces that are shaped in accordance to peasants’ 
own values (Camacho and Cubas 2011, Escobar 2008). In the Zona da Mata region in Minas Gerais, 

peasants have risen from their territories to protest against austerity measures and the government that 

has implemented them. Their territories have offered resistance against global markets from affecting 
and controlling their ways of farming and ways of life, both now and in the past. The new Brazilian 

federal government that was established after the impeachment of Dilma Roussef in 2015 has 

triggered a new wave of resistance and has reaffirmed peasants’ desire to do things differently and to 
construct alternative farming, education, innovation, market and other practices that strengthen their 

territories and foster their own emancipation.  

 

Few studies explore how peasant territories can foster emancipation. First, most of the literature in 
peasant and social movement studies see large (trans)national peasant or food movements, rather than 

peasant territories, as the primary agents for peasant emancipation (see for e.g. Claeys 2015, Holt-

Gimenez 2011 and Wittman 2009). Second, peasant territories are often described as a product of 
continual conflict, as “territories of resistance” that are shaped in reaction to “territories of 

domination” (see for e.g. Fernandes 2009). Such a view does not adequately explain how other, non-

reactionary wishes shape territorial resistance and foster emancipation. Third, little is known about 

how peasant territories respond to wider socio-political environment changes, particularly when neo-
liberal governments become more authoritarian and take up elements from right-wing populist 

movements, and how these responses affect peasant emancipation.  

 
This article seeks to contribute to a better understanding of peasant territories as an emancipatory 

alternative by looking at how two peasant territories in Brazil have engendered and engender the wish 

for difference and different forms of resistance. In the next section we elaborate on the concepts of 
territories and the link between resistance, existence and emancipation. We then discuss the context of 

agrarian development in Brazil and the region of Zona da Mata, after which we offer a detailed 

account of the case of two peasant territories in the Zona da Mata. The article concludes by discussing 

how peasant territories in Brazil are a major vehicle for resistance and peasant emancipation. 
 

                                                
1 Note that in Brazil and Latin America populism refers to the establishment of popular rights. In this article we 

define populist movements as those that seek to acquire popular support by building societal antagonisms, 

mechanisms of ´othering´, and rhetoric devices. In addition to this right-wing populism depicts the political left 

as irrationally favouring cultural minorities and being prone to corruption. 
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1. Territories: Resistance, existence and emancipation 
 

2.1 Territorial assemblages and emancipation 

 

To explore peasant territories as an emancipatory alternative we move away from viewing territories 
as fixed entities and from understanding territorial change as a linear process. Instead, we understand 

territories as performed through assemblages: a constellation of ideas, human, and non-human agents 

held together by desire (Woods 2015, Anderson and MacFarlane 2011, Delanda 2006, Deleuze and 
Guattari 1987). Territorial assemblages include people, soil, markets and so on that appear close by 

but also agents and ideas that operate at a distance such as NGOs and government policies (Davies 

2012, McFarlane 2009). 

 
The concept of assemblage allows to move away from seeing territories as a geographical object 

targeted by external forces, permitting the idea that the wishes and desires of agents that partake in the 

assemblage also shape the territory (Haraway 1993). As assemblages, territories are also not only 
defined by powerful agents within the assemblage. Instead, agency is distributed across the 

assemblage and it is not the degree of power but the way that different actors encounter, relate, and 

align their wishes with respect to one another that defines the territory (Anderson and MacFarlane 
2011). By approaching territories as assemblages we also recognise that territories are not static but 

dynamic. Every time that territorial assemblages are performed, changes occur in agents’ desires, 

meaning that even when external circumstances remain the same, the territory carries a potential for 

agents to re-align or disperse and thereby change the territory (Davies 2012). Territorial dynamics may 
also change when ideas, agents, or elements from other assemblages enter or collide with an existing 

territorial assemblage (Müller and Schurr 2016). 

 
For the purpose of this study, we distinguish between two types of territorial assemblages: a type that 

performs neo-liberalism (with authoritarian and/or right-wing populist elements) and a type that 

performs a peasant way of life and that cares for socioecological relations and social reciprocity. Neo-
liberal territories are expansionist and rely on scaling: the use of particular blueprints, technologies, 

laws and policies that allow them to repeat the same activities in different places (Tsing 2012, 2015). 

These activities rely on the often invisible labour of humans and non-humans (e.g. mycorrhizal fungi, 

gendered labour relations, and so on). Peasant territorial assemblages do not rely on scaling but seek 
progress by improving their own resources and by forging productive alignments with nature and 

(Tsing 2012, Van den Berg 2018b, Van der Ploeg 2010).  

 
Expanding neo-liberal territorial assemblages collide with peasant territorial assemblages. Peasant 

territorial assemblages enact different farming, education, innovation, advocacy, as well as economic 

and knowledge-exchange practices. These practices are (per)formed when particular ideas, human and 

non-human agents come together in lines of alignment (Delanda 2006, Deleuze and Guattari 1987). 
Policies, discourses, markets and other non-human agents enter these lines of alignment when they are 

seen to support and nurture existing practices. These practices cease to exist when agents disperse in 

lines of flight. Lines of flight can be triggered when an agent changes or leaves a given alignment. A 
farming practice may for instance disperse when a farmer choses to follow another career path, when 

the market price of fertilisers increases or when the soil becomes degraded and ceases to produce a 

particular crop. Lines of flight can also be triggered when territorial assemblages collide with agents or 
assemblages that are part of different, or opposing territorial assemblages. Lines of flight need not lead 

to the complete disappearance of a given practice; the practice may persist or revitalise when agents 

realign in a different territorial assemblage. 

 
Emancipation entails enhancing peasants freedom from being affected by external threats and their 

freedom to be and act differently (Escobar 2008, Van der Ploeg 1998, Slicher van Bath 1978). 



ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

3 

 

Expanding neo-liberal territorial assemblages threaten peasants’ freedom from by attempting to link 
peasant practices to (global) markets (Scoones et. al. 2017, Schneider 2010, van der Ploeg 2008). Once 

part of these markets peasants have to compete for resources with banks, agro-industries, the state and 

with each other. Under these circumstances, the global market enters peasant territorial assemblages 

not only as a form of exchange but also imposes laws, policies, techno-scientific prescriptions and 
ideals around profit and competition that support the functioning of these markets (Schneider 2010). 

These may all trigger lines of flight and lead peasant territorial practices to disperse.  

 
Peasants’ freedom to be and act differently is in part made possible by, but does not completely 

depend on, their freedom from external threats. Enhancing the freedom to entails not only defending 

existing practices but also having the capacity to construct new practices – practices that may be 

based, for example, on logics  other than those of competition and profit. This capacity lies in the 
construction of a socio-material base (Van der Ploeg 2008, Sen 1999) which is constituted by, human 

and non-human agents that hold the potential to align into new territorial practices. 

 
 

2.2 Peasant territorial assemblages: resistance and existence 

 
To increase emancipation, and enhance freedom from and freedom to, peasant territorial assemblages 

have to be able to inhibit territorial practices from dispersing in lines of flight and/or foster the 

(re)alignment of new territorial practices. This entails some form of resistance. Resistance may be 

performed by causing damage to, inhibiting the entry of, reducing dependency on, or the 
circumvention of neo-liberal agents and ideas. To obtain a better understanding of the different ways 

through which resistance is performed one can analytically distinguish between different forms of 

resistance. In peasant studies, four forms of resistance are commonly distinguished: overt resistance, 
everyday resistance, resistance of the third kind, and rightful resistance (see table 1). 

 

The freedom to is not only realised by resistance as a fight against but also a fight for a different way 
of life, a different way of doing things; or, as Sherwood et. al. (2017) and Daskalaki (2017) propose, a 

fight for existence. Resistance and existence can also be understood as assemblages performed in lines 

of alignment. They are not mutually exclusive, but are often closely linked. A fight against may be a 

small part of a struggle for, when agents’ desire is not only to defend their practices or territorial 
assemblages from neo-liberalism, but also create room for something else. Likewise, a fight for 

something different often entails challenging, or fighting against, dominant ideas and assumptions. 

Existence can be linked to different forms of resistance. 
 

Table 1. Characteristics of different forms of resistance 

 Constituted by Strategy Organising practices 

Overt Alignments around 
peasants’ own political 

ideas 

Confront powerful 
alignments through 

public demands 

Formal and informal 

Everyday Alignments that link 

powerful agents to 
peasants  everyday life  

Damage alignments of 

powerful agents 
without confronting 

them 

Informal, horizontal 

objectives not 
predefined 

Third Kind Alignments within 
peasants’ production 

and distribution 

practices 

 

Minimize dependency 
on powerful 

alignments 

 

Rightful  Peasants’ alignments 

with powerful agents 

and their ideas 

Negotiate with 

powerful agents 

Formal, hierarchical, 

clearly defined 

objectives 
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The most visible form of resistance is when agents align around political ideas and engage in an 

“overt” struggle such as road blocks, strikes, rebellions, demonstrations and occupations (Wolf 1975). 

Overt resistance has been described as revolutionary expressions of class struggle (Wolf 1975, Paige 

1975) as well as defensive responses to changes that threaten peasants’ livelihoods (Scott 1976). 
However, agents that align in overt struggle need not do this for defensive or revolutionary reasons but 

may do this out of existence: because they want to realise something different. Vergara-Camus (2009) 

has for example shown how peasant rebellions were employed as a political resource to sustain 
pressure on authorities to acquire land and build a new livelihood. 

 

The second type of resistance is covert or everyday resistance - which occurs when agents seek to 

cause damage to alignments of super-ordinates, such as landlords, employers or government officials, 
in the practice of everyday life (Scott 1987). This form of resistance is informal, subtle, indirect and 

non-confrontational compared to overt resistance, and includes instances of foot-dragging, petty theft, 

or sabotage or foot-dragging. Damage need not be material but may also be directed at symbolic 
elements that hold the alignments of super-ordinates together (e.g. rumours, jokes about super-

ordinates). The transformative potential of everyday resistance lies not in the acts themselves but in 

their nourishment of a “supportive subculture” that carries criticisms of prevailing political conditions; 
these may feed into other forms of resistance, but may also cultivate existence or the desire for 

alternatives (Kerkvliet 2009, Malseed 2008, Scott 1985).  

 

The third type is “resistance of the third kind” which in contrast to other forms of resistance, resides 
within rather than outside production and distribution practices (van der Ploeg 2010). Resistance of the 

third kind is realised by creating or tuning production and distribution practices, for example, 

machinery, fertilisers, markets, so that they become more autonomous from agri-business and global 
markets, and governed by alternative values such as reciprocity or solidarity (van den Berg et. al. 

2018a, Sabourin 2009, Van der Ploeg 2010). Peasants may do this by buying less and producing more 

of their own inputs, and/or by establishing their own processing plants, food markets, labour 
arrangements and/or credit schemes rather than rely on those linked to global markets (van den Berg 

et. al. 2018a, Pahnke 2015, Schneider and Niederle 2010). These practices may also be expressions of 

existence, for example when they are constructed in favour of something different. Often, they are 

both. 
 

The fourth type of resistance is “rightful resistance” (O’Brien and Li 2006; O’Brien 2013). Like overt 

resistance, rightful resistance is confrontational. However, whereas overt resistance openly challenges 
governments, rightful resistance engages with governments through negotiation. In doing so rightful 

resistors strategically employ the ideas and commitments of the powerful to change policies or laws 

that will serve their own interests (O’Brien and Li 2006). Rightful resistors often use divisions within 

the state by for example aligning with some government institutions to exert pressure on others. 
Rightful resistance has been employed both to defend vulnerable groups from threats such as 

privatisation or legal reforms as well as to advance existence, for example through policies and laws 

that support alternatives (O’Brien 2013).  
 

 

2. Methodology 

 

This paper draws on original data from action research carried out in the municipalities of Espera Feliz 

and Araponga, in the Zona da Mata region in Brazil. On the one hand, the research addresses an action 
defined at a meeting peasant organisations, researchers from the Federal University of Viçosa and the 

Centre of Alternative Technologies (an NGO working on agroecology), namely: to map how their 

organisations were performing under the austerity measures of the current government and to explore 
how new collaborations could strengthen agroecology and their territories. On the other hand, the 

research contributes to the academic study of how peasant territories as an emancipatory alternatives. 

This paper is a product of the latter. 
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At the heart of the academic part lie two focus group meetings, one in each municipality, and 25 
interviews. At the focus group meetings peasants and representatives from peasant organisations 

identified agents that were contributing positively and negatively to their territories and reflected on 

how these were being affected by the government. In-depth interviews were carried out with these and 

other agents. Care was taken to select peasants that were both more and less involved in the 
organisation as well as to ensure a balance in gender and age. This was supplemented with data from 

participant observation at meetings by peasant organisations and documents. To understand how 

territories foster emancipation territorial practices were identified and analysed for resistance and 
existence.  

 

 

3. Peasant movements and the Brazilian state 

 

Land and improved rights for rural workers has, for a long time, been the central concern for peasant 
movements and organisations in Brazil (Welch and Sauer 2015, Fernandes et al 2012). The struggle 

for land and rights was put to a halt when the military seized power in 1964 and peasant organisations 

were banned
2
. The government’s pursued a project of agricultural modernisation and export-led 

growth and policies were directed at the scaling and mechanisation of large rural estates. As a result 
many peasants were displaced from their land, because they had to make way for these projects, and 

many rural workers were replaced by machines (Meszaros 2000). 

 
To support peasants, the Pastoral Land Commission (CPT) was founded in 1975 by the left wing of 

the Catholic Church (Fernandes et al 2012, CPT 1997). During the period of military control only 

Church based organisations were allowed to work with and organise the poor, enabling these 
organisation to secretly support the development of peasant movements (Wolford 2010, CPT 1997). 

At the time considerable parts of the Catholic Church in Brazil had embraced Liberation theology 

which, in contrast to the spiritual perspective taken by most churches, is based on a rational materialist 

perspective of society and interprets the teachings of Jesus Christ in terms of liberation from unjust 
economic, political, and social conditions (Boff and Boff 1986). CPT’s support ranged from mediating 

between peasants and government officials, to providing lawyers to support peasants in disputes and 

giving advice to peasants on nutrition and farming practices (CPT 1997). 
 

After the restoration to democracy in 1985, peasant movement openly struggled for land and rights for 

rural workers. Many new peasant movements and organisations arise. One of these organisations is the 
Brazilian landless workers movement (MST) which occupies abandoned land, demands for its 

redistribution, and establishes new peasant territories (Wolford 2010, Stedile and Fernandes 1999). 

Another movement that emerged in the 1980s is that of the Base Ecclesial Communities (CEB), self-

organised, autonomous groups that engage in politically oriented readings of the bible with the 
purpose of improving their own conditions. The CEB are set up by the Catholic Church, but are led by 

community members. With support from the CPT the CEB provide a basis for the foundation of new 

local rural workers’ unions (STR). During this time until the 1990s governments continue to almost 
exclusively invest in mechanised, chemical and export-led agriculture. This model comes to be known 

as the Green Revolution and is later also promoted under family farmers
3
.   

                                                
2 The National Confederation of Agricultural Workers (CONTAG) and some members unions continued to exist 

under a new leadership assigned by the government. The organisations were used to extend the arm of the state 

and enhance its control over peasants, sharecroppers and rural workers (Fernandes et al 2012). According to 

some authors (Welch and Sauer 2015, Houtzager 1998) CONTAG was never fully co-opted; it continued to work 

on agrarian reform but within the limitations of the state’s agrarian capitalist development plan and with peasants 

whose needs were acknowledged by the regime. CONTAG was at the time, and continues to be, Brazil’s largest 
peasant federation. Although the progressive wing of the Catholic Church supported efforts by CONTAG during 

the dictatorship it saw the need to found the CPT after witnessing episodes of violent conflict between the 

military and peasants (CPT 1997). 
3 In 1995 peasant begin to receive some support when the state creates a distinction between “family farms” and 

“agri-business”. This division is institutionalised when two agricultural ministries are established in 2003, the 

Ministry of Agrarian Development, which supports the former, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
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In the 1990’s the emphasis of many peasant movements shifts from land reform and rights for rural 

workers to a struggle for an alternative rural development paradigm (Favareto 2006). New 

organisations including the Federation of Workers in Family Farming (FETRAF) and the Movement 

of Small Farmers (MPA) are founded. These movements begin to criticize neo-liberal development 
and the Green Revolution and construct alternatives based on principles of sustainable development, 

solidarity, and social and political democracy (Silva et. al 2014). Peasant movements also form new 

alignments with environmental NGO’s and researchers which leads to the creation of a new discourse 
of agroecology (Dias, 2004).   

 

In 2003 the Workers Party (PT) rises to power and, under the pressure of peasant and other social 

movements, new policies and laws that support peasants and other marginalised groups are 
established. These include programmes that provide credit to access land, funds for rural education, 

and support for the establishment of institutional food markets (Costa 2017, ANA 2014). This come to 

a halt in the 2010s when right-wing populist opposition movements, nourished by right-wing Brazilian 
media empires, rise against the PT government (Viera 2017, Firmino 2016, Pimentel 2014). 

Opposition culminates in the impeachment of president Dilma Rouseff at the end of 2015. Under the 

newly inaugurated president Michel Temer austerity measures have been put into place. Policies 
supporting peasants, indigenous and other minorities have been and are being dismantled while 

support for agri-business has increased (Cunha 2017).  

 

The history of peasant movements in Brazil is intertwined with the development of peasant territories 
in Araponga and Espera Feliz. In the 1980s hundreds of CEB groups were established in both 

Araponga and Espera Feliz. CEB members from both territories later approached the CPT to found an 

STR in Araponga in 1989 and one in Espera Feliz in 1986. The initial objective of the STR was to 
protect rural workers and sharecroppers from landlords. In Araponga the focus shifts to land when the 

Land Conquest Movement arises in 1989, through which landless sharecroppers and rural workers 

begin to buy land.  
 

In the 1990s both territories become more focused on alternative rural development. Farmer 

associations, credit cooperatives and local markets are established. Peasants and peasant organisations 

align with the Centre of Alternative Technologies (CTA) and the Federal University of Viçosa with 
whom they devise new and re-discover existing agroecological farming practices. The STR from both 

municipalities affiliate to large peasant federations, FETRAF and FETAEMG respectively, that 

pressures the government for supportive policies and leads to the establishment of land credit 
programmes, institutional markets, farmers school in Araponga and Espera Feliz. With the new 

government these policies are being dismantled. 

 

 

5.1 Overt resistance 

 

When the Michel Temer government seized power 2016 after the impeachment of Worker Party’s 
Dilma Rouseff a wave of protests took place in Brazil. The most visible protests were those against 

social welfare and labour reforms (PEC 287). One of changes proposed by PEC 287 is a reform of the 

pension system. The new law abolishes the right to pension after 35 years of work for men and 30 
years for women and sets a minimum pension age at 65 years old for both men and women. It also 

requires peasants to pay an extra monthly contribution for each family member next to the income 

taxes and other taxes from which pensions used to be funded. Peasant movements argue that this is 

unfair because they are already paying more to the government than that they get back. They also 
argue that peasants and workers will be hit hardest by these reforms because they start working at an 

                                                                                                                                                   
Food, which supports the latter. Family farms however only received 15 to 20% of the funding granted to 

agribusinesses and the Ministry of Agrarian Development favoured a one sided, Green Revolution model for 

smallholder farmers (Sabourin 2007). 
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early age and because their professions demands heavy labour. Peasant women who have a double 
workload, by working on the farm and at home, will be hit even harder.  

 

“Reform of the pension system is bringing us back to slavery. For me, there is no other word. It 

will have negative consequences, if we need to contribute on a monthly basis to social security. 
Anyone who lives from agriculture knows that you don't have a  monthly income. Basically our 

income is annual when the harvest comes.” Member of Peasant Youth Group in Araponga  

 
Peasants’ organisations, federations and confederations, including the FETRAF, FETAEMG, MST, 

CONTAG and CONTRAF, as well as other workers organisations and social movements, aligned to 

mobilise people and organise protests against PEC 287. Peasants and peasant organisations in 

Araponga and in Espera Feliz were involved in some of these protests, including a large protest in 
Brasilia in December 2016 and the first nationwide general strike, since 23 years, in June 2017.  

 

“We were very moved, it was our first vote. We voted for President Dilma then a little later they 
stole our vote. He took our vote. So we said: ‘we have to do something’. The fire was burning in 

ours veins: ‘let's to go to the street and make a demonstration’. The first thing we did was go 

together to Brasilia.” Member of Peasant Youth Group in Araponga 
 

Another large anti PEC 287 demonstration was the “For the life of Women! Against Welfare and 

Labour Reforms” demonstration in Belo Horizonte on women’s day in March 2017. The 

demonstration was not only a fight against PEC287 and the reform’s disproportionate impact on 
women. Women also mobilised because the current government was taking them backwards in what 

they accomplished in their fight for existence within the state, including rights and recognition for their 

work.  
 

“You have to try to change things. The fact that we are woman doesn't mean that we don't have 

rights. So we are defending our rights.” Participant of the “For the life of Women!” 
demonstration from Espera Feliz 

“With the entrance of this new government, instead of going forward we are going backwards.” 

Representative STR Espera Feliz 

 
This also applies to other anti PEC 287 demonstrations which also showed discontent that the new 

government was taking peasants backwards in their struggle for existence. Overt opposition to PEC 

287 was also organised in the near vicinity of Espera Feliz and Araponga when on the 15
th
 of March 

2017, youth and other peasant organisations in Araponga, Espera Feliz and neighbouring 

municipalities blocked two highways, the BR116 and the BR265.  

 

Overt resistance was not only organised against PEC 287 but also against other reforms. One of these 
was the occupation of the Education Department of the Federal University of Viçosa (UFV) on the 6

th
 

of December 2017. Students, including peasants from Araponga and Espera Feliz, and university staff 

protested against severe budget cuts in the “Education for and by the Countryside” programme 
(Barbosa 2017) as well as against “Education without party” reforms. The former is a new university 

programme on innovative teaching methods that value peasants’ experiential knowledge and practices 

using the pedagogy of alternation. “Education without a party” is law that aims to limit political 
discussions at high schools, by for example banning subjects such as philosophy. Peasants’ main 

concern with the law and budget cuts is one of existence: that they will restricts peasants freedom of 

expression and devalue peasants’ knowledge. 

 
“With these changes in secondary education, instead of changes to improve, they are creating a 

type of education in which you have no voice, you are the receiver of what the teacher teaches.” 

Student of Licena from Espera Feliz 
 

Next to a struggle for existence and against reforms, protests were also a site in which new alignments 

for existence and resistance were cultivated or strengthened: 
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“At the manifestations we are all united. We get to know each other, other groups.” 

Member of the Raizes da Mata women’s group in Espera Feliz 

 

5.2 Everyday resistance 

 
Perhaps the most important forms of everyday resistance in Araponga and Espera Feliz is found in the 

reflection groups of the Base Ecclesial Communities (CEB). The CEB emerged in the 1980s when 

neighbouring farmers, sharecroppers and rural workers in several communities in Araponga and 
Espera Feliz aligned to pray, sing and reflect upon their daily lives using Liberation Theology. During 

these meetings members began to criticise the idea of sharecropping: they had to do all the work while 

receiving less than half of the harvest, were often abused by landlords, were forced to work also when 

it was raining or when they were sick, had little choice over what, when and how to plant. While the 
idea of sharecropping was first seen as something natural they were now seen as unjust. 

 

“In a way she [the CEB] awakens the oppressed.” Representative STR Araponga 
 

This led peasants in Araponga and Espera Feliz to align in what became the Rural Workers Unions 

(STR), which offered legal protection to sharecroppers and rural workers from landlords.  
 

In Araponga peasants also came to see the distribution of land as unjust. Land ownership would 

moreover allow them to be completely free from landlords. These ideas led to the emergence of the 

Land Conquest Movement (see section ‘resistance of the third kind’ ). 
 

“The necessity arose for us to discover a way to distribute land. The problem was that we were 

poor, we didn’t have any money. [..] We had to think of a different strategy to conquer land.” 
Representative STR Araponga 

 

The CEB cultivated not only resistance but also existence. The Arapongan Land Acquisition 

Movement arose not only in opposition to the landlord-sharecropping arrangement but also out of 
peasants’ desire for a different life; a life where peasants could decide when, what and how to farm 

themselves (Botelho et. al 2016).  

 
Later, meetings at the CEB led peasants to challenge dominant, and form ideas about alternative, 

market, education and farming practices. Next to these practices, new organisations arose from CEB 

meetings.   
 

“The union is CEB, the CTA is CEB, the EFA is CEB. All these organizations were born from 

her. She is not an institution […] she pushed people to think and pushed people to create these 

institutions. Let’s create these institutions so you have the strength to fight. She awakened the 
people. [..] She made the movement. She appeared first.” Coordinator Arapongan Land 

Conquest Movement 

 
Next to the reflection groups themselves, the CEB also came to mean what peasants in Araponga refer 

to as “life”, affinities between agents that nourish existence.  

 
“She [the CEBs] is the mother because she is patient with you, she gives you warmth, she feeds 

you, she takes care of you. The father [which is the union] gives direction, he imposes order. 

But the CEBs is very caring. […] She is a force that is more internal in people, that says: go, 

you can do it. You can do it, go. […]” Coordinator Arapongan land acquisition movement 
 

“She doesn’t have a church. She doesn’t. She was initiated by the Catholic Church, but there are 

also people from various Evangelical churches and even people without one. The CEB doesn’t 
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have this thing of being Catholic or Christian. She has an awakening role.” Representative STR 
Espera Feliz 

 

Despite its achievements, the number of CEB groups has diminished in both municipalities. In the 

1980s Espera Feliz counted over 400 reflection groups, in 2017 there were 267. The activity of groups 
has also diminished. According to representatives of the STR in Araponga and Espera Feliz reasons 

for this include: the rejection of Liberation Theology by the Vatican, a shift in activity to more formal 

peasant organisations, increased dependency on public policies and division within the CEB on issues 
of agro-toxin use. However, with the current government in power farmers’ unions in both Araponga 

and Espera Feliz have re-directed their hopes and efforts in the CEB.  

 

“[Nowadays] You hardly see the CEBs in Araponga. But when our organisations weaken she 
returns. She is the mother that lets her children go to the city, let’s them fall on their face and 

then picks them up again.” Coordinator Arapongan Land Conquest Movement  

 
“The CEBs are returning and becoming stronger because with the government people came to 

themselves, to reality. Because this is what happened: everything was very good and everyone 

was in themselves, doing their own thing. The situation changed and everyone opened their eyes 
[…]. Now it is like this: or we unite or everything is over. Because the struggle is big. The 

struggle is huge.” Representative STR Espera Feliz 

 

Next to the CEB, everyday resistance is present in self-organised women groups, of which various 
exist in Espera Feliz. At these meetings women challenged the idea that the use of pesticides is 

necessary to have a decent income and life. Instead, pesticides came to be seen as damaging to their 

environment and health and tied to a system that exploits farmers. Women also challenged the idea 
that coffee production is a male domain, as it significantly relies on the labour of their wives and 

children.  

 
Like the CEB, the women groups also nourish existence. They do this by organising farm visits, recipe 

exchanges, workshops, food tastings, meetings and conversations. At these meeting new ideas formed 

and new practices emerge around for example: forgotten plants, vegetable garden, handicrafts, 

medicinal plants and ecological manicure. They also stimulate women to express themselves. 
 

“Here we learn many things, to make soaps, several things. The self-esteem of the woman 

improves. When I came in here, I had no courage to speak to people. I did not have the guts to 
pick up things and nowadays I am the secretary of the group. So I think, the group of women 

help us a lot to raise self-esteem.” Member of the Raizes da Terra women group, Espera Feliz. 

 

Everyday existence and resistance were sometimes found to feed into resistance of the third kind. The 
government austerity measures for instance have motivated women groups to work on becoming more 

self-sufficient in terms of food, medications and so on (see section on ‘resistance of the third kind’). 

Everyday resistance and existence were also found to feed into rightful and overt resistance as women 
were stimulated to join demonstrations, the board or working groups of the STR and other peasant and 

women organisations. 

 

5.3 Resistance of the third kind 

 

Resistance of the third kind can be found in several farming practices, many of which were 

constructed in response to the Green Revolution. Under the Green Revolution peasants were pressured 

to use chemical fertilisers, specialise in the production of coffee and produce in monocrops. The 
production of food crops was discouraged. It was said that food crops could better be bought in the 

supermarket. To earn an income peasants had to produce enough coffee that could at least pay back 

investments they had made in farm inputs and their own food. However the price of chemical 
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fertilisers and food in the supermarkets was increasing. Green Revolution practices were moreover 
causing land degradation which led to yield declines. This was putting a lot of pressure on farmers.  

 

“I was so busy with producing coffee that I could not take care of my mother when she became 

sick”. Peasant in Araponga.  
 

Peasants in Araponga and Espera Feliz aligned with the CTA, the STR and the Federal University of 

Viçosa (UFV) to construct agroecological practices which reduced farm dependency on input markets. 
In Araponga this led to the development of coffee agroforests. In these agroforests alignments are 

made between coffee and trees that capture nutrients that are not available to the coffee. Examples are: 

mycorrhiza hosting trees that can adsorb phosphorus that is tightly bound to the soil, leguminous trees 

that can capture nitrogen from the air and deep rooting trees that can take up nutrients at great depths. 
To stimulate the mineralisation of these nutrients, so that they become available when the coffee needs 

them, practices were devised to increase the presence of micro-organisms. Practices were also 

developed to protect and regenerate soils. Next to planting trees these include green manuring, cover 
cropping and selective weeding.  

 

These and other agroecological practices also contributed to the strengthening of a socio-material 
base: a more fertile soil, regeneration of water springs and the discovery of a large variety of plants, 

that allowed peasants to experiment with and construct new practices. As a result they were able to 

grow a larger variety of crops, keep more animals and devise several productive combinations of trees, 

crops and animals. 
 

Resistance of the third kind was also found in farming practices that reduce peasants dependency on 

food markets. This includes the production of own foods. Farmers in Araponga and Espera Feliz 
began to produce (more) beans, maize, cassava, potatoes and a large variety of vegetables and fruits. 

Many farms also keep chickens and pigs for own consumption. Trees were also planted in the 

agroforests for their fruits and wood. Some of these foods are processed. Cassava and maize are for 
instance processed into flower, pig fat and avocados into soap, sugarcane into sugar, milk into cheese 

and fruits into jams and juices.  

 

These and other agroecological practices were not only employed to reduce dependency on 
commodity markets but also for existence. Many peasants wanted create a type of farming that allows 

them to live and work according to different values than those promoted by the Green Revolution. 

They wanted more freedom to decide when and how to work, to farm with more respect for nature and 
for their farm to be a pleasant and healthy environment for their family to live and work in. Foods 

were not only grown to avoid the supermarket but also because peasants valued the taste of their own 

varieties. Some trees were kept because they had beautiful flowers or because they offered shade to 

peasants when working in the field. Some products such as cheese were produced to be given as gifts. 
Sugarcane was produced to share with fellow farmers that help with the harvest. 

 

Resistance of the third kind was found not only in farming practices but also in practices through 
which farmers acquire land and credit for land. The Land Conquest Movement, for example, functions 

as an alternative land and credit market in Araponga (Campos 2014). Strict conditions and high 

interest rates make it unfavourable for peasant to acquire credit from banks and land is often expensive 
and sold in large tracts. With the Land Acquisition Movement peasants form groups, pool their 

financial resources and collectively buy land. To ensure that each peasant has enough money to pay 

for their share of land the movement also facilitates the establishment of informal lending 

arrangements through which peasants can borrow money from fellow group members or from other 
community members (often CEB colleagues, see section on ‘everyday resistance’). The Land 

Conquest Movement also tries to ensure that land that peasants want to sell is directed to other 

peasants, so that land remains within the peasant territorial assemblage.  
 

“With the land acquisition movement the people themselves do everything. They pay for the 

land, they build their own house, plant their fields. People do everything with their own 
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resources. Sometimes they even have to work outside to sustain themselves. But in between, he 
was taking care of his own land.” Coordinator Arapongan Land Acquisition Movement 

 

The land acquisition movement is also an expression of existence. While it enables peasants to access 

credit out of, and keeps land from entering, neo-liberal markets, the movement is also seen as a project 
to create an agriculture that is based on values that respect the land, animals and neighbours. These 

values are also reflected in the “ten commandments of land conquest” drafted in 1995, which contrary 

to what the name suggests are not rules but a set of principles such as “recover and preserve the soil”, 
“use leguminous species”, “visit your neighbours farm”, “recover and preserve the soil”, “take care of 

animals” (CTA-ZM 2002:26). 

 

Resistance of the third kind was also found in alternative food markets that makes peasants less 
dependent on the coffee market and that allows them sell more directly to consumers. In both Espera 

Feliz and Araponga peasants founded a cooperative through which they run a farmers’ shop and an 

open farmers’ market. The shop and the open market sell fruits, vegetables, cassava, coffee, beans, 
maize, maize flower, cassava flower, sugar, honey, syrup and other products directly to consumers.  

 

“When you are able to get things directly from producer to consumer, both gain. Because you 
can sell for more while the consumer pays less. Unfortunately it is usually the middlemen that 

take the largest share.” Peasant in Araponga 

 

To support these markets the cooperative in Espera Feliz has established processing plants that for 
example grind coffee into powder and package maize flower and beans. Next to selling within the 

municipality, the cooperatives in Araponga and Espera Feliz have aligned with the CTA and the UFV 

to establish the Rede Raizes da Mata, a network that links farmer cooperatives to open markets and 
shops in Viçosa. The cooperative in Espera Feliz has also aligned with consumer cooperatives in the 

major cities of Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte and São Paulo. Next to consumer markets the 

cooperatives in Araponga and Espera Feliz have also created an institutional market through which 
they provide food for the school lunches. This is made possible by the instruction of a government law 

(see chapter rightful resistance). 

 

 

5.4 Rightful resistance 

 

Rightful resistance is largely found in practices through which peasants negotiate for new and claim 
existing government policies and laws. Through their involvement in large peasant federations 

FETAEMG and FETRAF, the STR of Araponga and Espera Feliz were able to negotiate for several 

policies and laws that support peasants.  

 
“It was because of the struggle by movements, not only by the one in Espera Feliz, that we 

conquered public policies to access to land, access markets and access dignified housing. It was 

the result of the struggle by social movements.” Representative STR Espera Feliz 
 

One of these policies is the Land Credit Policy (Credito Fundiario) which provides loans for farmers to 

buy land at low interest rates. Later, the Housing Policy (Politica de Habilitação) was also established 
which provides finance for farmers to build a house on the purchased land. The STR in both 

municipalities mediated access to these policies. However, rightful resistance did not end once these 

policies were established. The STR had to make claims on them which often involved going through 

large bureaucratic hurdles and pressuring government representatives in Belo Horizonte or Brasilia. 
Peasants were also required to have a whole range of documents including land titles, an identity card 

and a producers card, which they often didn’t have.  

 
With the impeachment of president Dilma Rouseff the land credit and housing policies were frozen 

until further notice. The STR in both municipalities are currently negotiating with government 
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officials to accept the applications for credit that were made before the policy was frozen.  
 

“We are fighting nine years to get a proposal for the Land Policy approved to settle 38 families. 

So we have the dreams of 38 families in our hands. We have other pieces of land that we are 

trying to get for farmers that are pending for two years, four years. And we have a huge waiting 
list for people that want to have a little house from the programme.” representative farmers’ 

union Espera Feliz 

 
Peasants have little hope that the policies will continue. Nevertheless peasant territories have been able 

to acquire a lot of land as a result of them. In Espera Feliz 100 families acquired land and 80 people a 

house. They also establishment a new settlement: Assentamento Padre Jésus. In Araponga land 

acquisition continues through the land conquest movement (see section on ‘resistance of the third 
kind’): 

 

“The land conquest movement slowed down after the Land Credit Policy […] But today people 
are going back to the old model [the Land Conquest Movement]. ” Coordinator Land Conquest  

Movement Araponga 

 
Rightful resistance can also be found in the Food Acquisition Programme (PAA). The PAA finances 

the acquisition of food stocks for social welfare organisations. In Araponga and Espera Feliz the 

programme is coordinated and mediated by peasant cooperatives. Like with the Land Credit Policy the 

PAA faces continuous bureaucratic hurdles. These include getting proposals approved, getting all 
institutions registered for the programme, negotiating with individual farmers the amounts they will 

deliver and make sales reports of every delivery. According to a farmer representative in Espera Feliz, 

just making the report is almost a day’s work. The food acquisition programme has also been frozen. 
However, peasant cooperatives in Araponga and Espera Feliz are confident that what they build 

(through resistance of the third kind) will stay. 

 
 “We established other markets. We did not only focus on public policies. […] Because if the 

public policy stops, the doors would shut. […] These markets are not affected by government. 

They give the cooperative independence.  

 
Rightful resistance is also found in the National School Feeding Programme (PNAE). PNAE is a law 

dictating that at least 30% of the ingredients in school meals from public schools should be produced 

by family farms. Like with the PAA, the peasant cooperatives coordinate this programme by 
maintaining contact with the different schools and farmers and synchronising supply and demand for a 

wide range of foods. Unlike the other conquests, PNAE is a law that is not easily removed and it is 

currently still in place. By allowing engagement in feeds into resistance of the third kind (see section 

on ‘resistance of the third kind’) 
 

Rightful resistance is also present in the continuous claims that the peasant high school EFA-Puris has 

to make to access the Bolsa Aluni, the Fund for Rural Education and other subsidies upon which the 
school depends. Subsidies from the Fund for Rural Education have been cut by 50% between 2015 

and 2017 and are planned to be cut by another 86,1% in 2018 (Intini, 2017). EFA-Puris has to apply 

for funding every year and on several occasions funds were not transferred, resulting in time 
consuming negotiations with government officials. In a few cases negotiations failed and the school 

resorted to more overt forms of resistance, including a protest in Belo Horizonte and a petition, to get 

their money.  

 
The policies that peasant movements have negotiated for, and made claims on, are also expressions of 

existence. Land is not only acquired for the sake of ownership it is also “a dream”, a basis to establish 

a different way of farming and a different way of life.  
 

“Acquiring land is not acquiring land to simply have land. It is much more social. Because with 

land the family will live better, will be able to produce without using pesticides. Sometimes 
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farmers don’t have this independence where they live. Sometimes they are obliged to do things 
they are told to do because they don’t own the land.” Representative farmers’ union Espera 

Feliz 

 

“A farmer without land is like a bird without wings. It knows that it cannot fly.” Representative 
Farmers Union Araponga 

 

Like land the markets created through the PAA and PNAE also support farmers in their struggle for a 
different type of life and farming, by for instance enabling them to combine farm diversification with 

sales, . T 

 

Similarly, the EFA-Puris school seeks not only to offer access to education but also to construct a 
different type of education; one that values peasants’ knowledge, experiences and practices. This is 

done through farm excursions, talks by farmers, reflections on the work on their own farms, 

applications of the curriculum to farm practices (e.g. making soap during chemistry lessons and 
making EM mixtures during biology). Much of the material teaches students how to become less 

dependent on external knowledge and farm inputs thereby feeding into resistance of the third kind. 

The school also teaches the history of their territory and its people, many of who are descents from an 
Indigenous group called the Puri. 

 

“We teach the students to love the land. That's a Puri thing. The Puri for us has two meanings, 

do you know? Love for the land and fight for freedom. So you are free, you walk with your own 
legs, walk with your head up. You will not be anyone's employee.” Coordinator Rural High 

School Araponga 

 
Overall, government austerity measures has had large impacts on the practices and prospects of 

rightful resistance. However, the STR in Araponga and Espera Feliz are not worried that this will have 

a lot of impact on their territories. 
 

 “There is a lot of work that we do that started before this government. What is happening? We 

notice that with the dismantling and by knowing how this government is, makes us go back to 

how it was before. How was it before? The CEBs, the base work.” Representative farmers’ 
union Espera Feliz 

 

“More and more people are visiting us at the union. [..] The persecution of the government is 
awakening the memory of the people. The people are waking up, and feel the need to unite and 

organise themselves.” Representative farmers union Araponga 

 

Instead, they trust that most territorial practices will continue to exist and that new forms of resistance 
and existence will arise from the territorial assemblage. 

 

 

6. Discussion 

This article shows that different forms of resistance have emerged from the peasant territorial 

assemblage which defend the territorial assemblage in different ways. Overt resistance was found in 

protests against policy reforms. Everyday resistance occurred in informal gatherings where dominant 

discourses on the position of landlords, pesticides, and mono-cropping were challenged. Resistance of 
the third was found in the construction of better soils, in the forging of productive alignments between 

coffee, trees and micro-organisms and in the construction of peasants’ own land, credit and food 

markets. Rightful resistance was found in negotiations for, and claims to, policies that allow peasants 
to acquire credit to purchase land, build institutional markets, and run a peasants’ high school. These 

different forms of resistance fed one another. Everyday resistance for instance often developed into 

rightful resistance or  resistance of the third kind. Together these forms of resistance defended 

peasants from neo-liberal agents and ideas and the austerity measures from the state. 
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Territorial practices were not only build in a fight against neo-liberalism, many were also born out of a 

fight for existence. Existence was found in alternative farming, education, innovation and market 

practices. Existence and resistance were not mutually exclusive but were found to be linked to each 

other in different ways. Protests that fought against government reforms were part of a larger struggle 
for. They did not only take place because of the threat they held to peasant livelihoods but also 

because the new government represented a step back in women’s and peasants’ longer struggle for 

existence within the state. The CEB and other informal groups harboured not only everyday resistance 
but also existence by fostering alignments around new ideas and alternative practices. Resistance of 

the third kind was often built within existence practices including agroecological farming practices 

and in alternative land, credit and food markets.  

What binds different forms of resistance to existence is that ultimately they all protect, enable or 
advance a different way of life. A life in which peasants have more freedom to decide what they want 

to do, where they can work in a more respectful way with nature, where their own resources, day to 

day experiences and histories are valued and where they can work together on basis of cooperation, 
trust and friendship.  

 

Combined, the notions of resistance and existence help understand how emancipation can be fostered. 
They show that emancipation resides not only in rights and the organisation of production but also 

within practices of production and distribution and in the creation of local discourses. The freedom 

from external threats was not only protected through demonstrations against less favourable pension 

rights. It was also realised by challenging neo-liberal ideas that were inserted in everyday practices 
and by altering production systems so that they become less dependent on neo-liberal markets. The 

freedom to be and act differently was realised by building alternative practices that allowed or 

supported them to live in a different way, farm in a different way and work together in a different way.  
Emancipation was also realised by building socio-material bases that allow for the construction of new 

practices. One of these bases was produced by building a fertile soil, increasing the amount of water 

held on the farm and by planting a wide range of trees and other organisms. New agro-ecological 
farming practices emerged from this base. Another base was produced through peasants’ ongoing 

work at the unions, cooperatives and other formal and informal peasant organisations. This base 

harbours skills and capacities that allowed peasants to claim particular policies and put them to work. 

Both of these bases relied, in part, on a base of affinities that peasants and other agents have with 
respect to one another. This base is produced by working together and in participating in informal 

groups, demonstrations, and other meetings where peasants feel free to express themselves and align 

with others. At these gatherings new ideas and values come to be articulated that may lead to the 
construction of new practices, or new forms of resistance or existence. 

 

Conclusion 

 
Peasant territorial assemblages in Araponga and Espera Feliz adapted to changing political conditions 

by shifting between different forms of resistance and existence. Under the Workers Party government 

many peasant movements directed their efforts at rightful resistance through which they negotiated for 
new policies and laws. This allowed them to build new territorial practices and expand their territorial 

bases. When the Workers’ Party president Dilma Rouseff was impeached and austerity reforms were 

put in place, efforts shifted to more overt forms of resistance aimed at inhibiting these reforms. At the 
same time these protests also continuously questioned the legitimacy of the new government. Despite 

the dismantling of many policies that supported peasants, rightful resistance efforts were not in vain as 

many territorial practices were to some degree autonomous from government and continue to exist 

today. Now new forms of resistance and existence are beginning to emerge from the territorial bases.  
This article shows that for national and transnational peasant movements to effectively contribute to 

emancipation they need to be grounded in peasant territorial assemblages. The case of Araponga and 

Espera Feliz show that policies and laws are not enough to increase emancipation. Peasant territorial 
agents, such as peasant unions and cooperatives, are to necessary to claim and cash out on these 

policies and to ensure that newly created laws are protected and enforced. Peasant territorial 

assemblages also feed peasant movements with financial resources, people and ideas needed for the 
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movement to survive. This is especially important when governments turn against peasant movements. 
Peasant territorial assemblages also keep peasant movements connected to on-the-ground problems, 

aspirations and potentialities through the many linkages that exist between territorial practices and 

formal peasant organisations. This allows movements to demand and negotiate for policies and laws 

that contribute to the actual emancipation of peasants and the strengthening of their territorial 
practices. 

 

References 

Agrifood Atlas (2017) Chemnitz, C, B. Luis, and M. Schimpf, eds. Heinrich Boll Foundation, Rosa 
Luxemburg Foundation, and Friends of the Earth Europe.  

Almaguer, T. (2008) Racial Fault Lines: The Historical Origins of White Supremacy in California, 
with a New Preface. Oakland: University of California Press. 

Amin, S. (2011) “Food Sovereignty: A Struggle for Convergence in Diversity”. In Food Movements 
Unite!: Strategies to Transform our Food System, edited by E. Holt-Gimenez. Oakland: Food 

First Books. 

Araiza, L. (2009) “In Common Struggle against a Common Oppression”: The United Farm Workers 

and the Black Panther Party, 1968-1973. The Journal of African American History, 94(2): 200-

223. 

Balz, Dan. (2017) “Rural America lifted Trump to the presidency. Support is strong, but not 
monolithic.” Washington Post, June 17. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rural-america-

lifted-trump-to-the-presidency-support-is-strong-but-not-monolithic/2017/06/16/df4f9156-4ac9-

11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html (accessed January 14, 2017) 

Barnes, P. (1975) The People's Land: A Reader on Land Reform in the United States. Rodale Press 

Book Division.  

Barnes, Shailly Gupta. (n.d.) “50 Years of Poor People’s Organizing: An Interview with Bob Zellner.” 

Kairos Center. https://kairoscenter.org/50-years-of-poor-peoples-organizing-an-interview-with-
bob-zellner/ (accessed January 10, 2018) 

 Berlan, J.P and R. Lewontin. (1986) “The political economy of hybrid corn.” Monthly Review  38(3). 
https://archive.monthlyreview.org/index.php/mr/article/view/MR-038-03-1986-07_5/0 (accessed 

January 11, 2018) 

Brody, D. (1983) “On the Failure of U.S. Radical Politics: A Farmer-Labor Analysis.” Industrial 

Relations 22: 141-163.  

Brown, S. and C. Getz (2008) “Privatizing farm worker justice: Regulating labor through voluntary 

certification and labeling.” Geoforum 39: 1184-1196.  

Browne, W. (1988) Private Interests, Public Policy, and American Agriculture. KS: University of 

Kansas Press. 

Busch, L. (2010) “Can fairy tales come true? The surprising story of neoliberalism and world 

agriculture.” Sociologia Ruralis 50(4): 331-351. 

Buttel, F. H. (1982) “The political economy of part-time farming.” GeoJournal 6(4): 293-300. 

Buttel, F. H. (2005) “Ever Since Hightower: The Politics of Agricultural Research Activism in the 

Molecular Age.” Agriculture and Human Values 22(3): 275-83.  

Campaign for Renewed Rural Development. (2017) “Letter to Congressional Agriculture Leadership.” 

May 15. https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/05/16/document_gw_10.pdf (accessed January 11, 
2018) 

Carlisle, L. (2014) “Critical agrarianism.” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 29(2): 135-145. 

Carney, J.A. (2009) Black rice: the African origins of rice cultivation in the Americas. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press.  

Chrisman, S. (2016) “Want to Understand Trump’s Rise? Head to the Farm.” Civil Eats, October 27. h
ttp://civileats.com/2016/10/27/want-to-understand-trumps-rise-head-to-the-farm/   

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rural-america-lifted-trump-to-the-presidency-support-is-strong-but-not-monolithic/2017/06/16/df4f9156-4ac9-11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rural-america-lifted-trump-to-the-presidency-support-is-strong-but-not-monolithic/2017/06/16/df4f9156-4ac9-11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rural-america-lifted-trump-to-the-presidency-support-is-strong-but-not-monolithic/2017/06/16/df4f9156-4ac9-11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html
https://kairoscenter.org/50-years-of-poor-peoples-organizing-an-interview-with-bob-zellner/
https://kairoscenter.org/50-years-of-poor-peoples-organizing-an-interview-with-bob-zellner/
https://archive.monthlyreview.org/index.php/mr/article/view/MR-038-03-1986-07_5/0
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/05/16/document_gw_10.pdf
http://civileats.com/2016/10/27/want-to-understand-trumps-rise-head-to-the-farm/
http://civileats.com/2016/10/27/want-to-understand-trumps-rise-head-to-the-farm/


ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

16 

 

(accessed January 11, 2018) 

Coates, T. (2017) “The First White President.” The Atlantic, October. https://www.theatlantic.com/ma

gazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/ (accessed January 11, 
2018) 

Cramer, K. (2016) The Politics of Resentment: Rural Consciousness in Wisconsin and the Rise of Scott 
Walker. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Cullather, N. (2010) The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle against Poverty in Asia. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Danbom, D. (1979) The Resisted Revolution: Urban America and the Industrialization of Agriculture, 

1900-1930. Ames: Iowa State Press. 

Daniels, J. (2017) “Tough times in the heartland as some farmers hit by losses weigh exiting the 

business.” CNBC, December 27. https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2017/12/27/some-crop-growers-hit-

by-losses-are-weighing-exits-from-agriculture.html. (accessed January 11, 2018)  

Dayen, D. “Democrats Can Win Rural Voters by Taking on Big Agriculture. The Nation, August 16. 

https://www.thenation.com/article/democrats-can-win-rural-voters-by-taking-on-big-agriculture/ 

(accessed January 12, 2018) 

Dreier, P. (2011) “Don't add Reagan's face to Mount Rushmore.” The Free Lance-Star, April 3. http://

www.fredericksburg.com/opinionop-ed/don-t-add-reagan-s-face-to-mount-rushmore/article_9a32
9ef8-6d41-5a80-80b5-085a28f07316.html (accessed January 12, 2018)  

Dunbar-Ortiz, R. (2011) Forward to Hillbilly Nationalists, Urban Race Rebels, and Black Power: 
Community Organizing in Radical Times. Amy Sonnie and James Tracy. Brooklyn: Melville 

House Printing. 

Dunbar-Ortiz, R. (2015) An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Dyer, J. (1997) Harvest of Rage. Boulder: Westview Press.  

Emmons, A. (2017) “The Senate’s Military Spending Increase Alone Is Enough to Make Public Colle
ge Free.” The Intercept, September 17. https://theintercept.com/2017/09/18/the-senates-military-s

pending-increase-alone-is-enough-to-make-public-college-free/ (accessed January 10, 2018) 

Fairbairn, M. (2014) “‘Like gold with yield’: Evolving intersections between farmland and finance.” 

Journal of Peasant Studies 41(5): 777-795.  

Fink, D. (1998) Cutting into the Meatpacking Line. Raleigh, NC: The University of North Carolina 

Press. 

Food & Water Watch. (2012) The Economic Cost of Food Monopolies.  

Fraser, N. (2000) “Rethinking Recognition.” New Left Review 3 (May-Jun). 

Fraser, N. 2013. A triple movement? Parsing the politics of crisis after Polanyi. New Left Review 81: 

119–32. 

Fraser, N. (2017) “The End of Progressive Neoliberalism.” Dissent Magazine, January 2. https://www.

dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/progressive-neoliberalism-reactionary-populismnancy-fraser 

(accessed November 13, 2017) 

Fraser, N., and A. Honneth. 2003. Redistribution or recognition? A political-philosophical exchange. 

London: Verso. 

Ganz, M. (2009) Why David Sometimes Wins: Leadership, Organization, and Strategy in the 

California Farm Worker Movement. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Gilbert, J. (2015) Planning Democracy: Agrarian Intellectuals and the Intended New Deal. New 

Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 

George-Warren, H. (2005) Farm Aid: A Song for America. Rodale Press. 

Goodwyn, L. (1978) The Populist Moment: A Short History of the Agrarian Revolt in America. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Guthman, J. (2014) Agrarian Dreams: The Paradox of Organic Farming in California. Oakland: 

University of California Press. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/the-first-white-president-ta-nehisi-coates/537909/
https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2017/12/27/some-crop-growers-hit-by-losses-are-weighing-exits-from-agriculture.html
https://www.cnbc.com/amp/2017/12/27/some-crop-growers-hit-by-losses-are-weighing-exits-from-agriculture.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/democrats-can-win-rural-voters-by-taking-on-big-agriculture/
http://www.fredericksburg.com/opinionop-ed/don-t-add-reagan-s-face-to-mount-rushmore/article_9a329ef8-6d41-5a80-80b5-085a28f07316.html
http://www.fredericksburg.com/opinionop-ed/don-t-add-reagan-s-face-to-mount-rushmore/article_9a329ef8-6d41-5a80-80b5-085a28f07316.html
http://www.fredericksburg.com/opinionop-ed/don-t-add-reagan-s-face-to-mount-rushmore/article_9a329ef8-6d41-5a80-80b5-085a28f07316.html
https://theintercept.com/2017/09/18/the-senates-military-spending-increase-alone-is-enough-to-make-public-college-free/
https://theintercept.com/2017/09/18/the-senates-military-spending-increase-alone-is-enough-to-make-public-college-free/
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/progressive-neoliberalism-reactionary-populismnancy-fraser
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/progressive-neoliberalism-reactionary-populismnancy-fraser


ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

17 

 

Hall, G. (2001) Harvest Wobblies: The Industrial Workers of the World and Agricultural Laborers in 
the American West, 1905-1930. OR: Oregon State University Press.  

Hamilton, S. (2014) “Agribusiness, the Family Farm, and the Politics of Technological Determinism 
in the Post–World War II United States.” Technology and Culture 55: 560-590. 

doi:10.1353/tech.2014.0067. 

Hannan, K. (2004) “The Non-Partisan League in Alberta and North Dakota: A Comparison.” Alberta 

History: 13-23. 

Harvey, D. (2005) A Brief History of Neoliberalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Haughney, Christine. (2018) “Older farmers face tough times.” POLITICO Morning Agriculture, Janu

ary 3. https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-agriculture/2018/01/03/older-farmers-face-t

ough-times-063022 (accessed January 13, 2018) 

Heffernan, J and W. Heffernan. (1986) “When Families Have to Give up Farming.” Rural 

Development Perspectives, June: 28-31.  

Howley, M., A. Howley and K. Eppley. (2013) “How Agricultural Science Trumps Rural Community 

in the Discourse of Selected U.S. History Textbooks.” Theory & Research in Social Education 
41: 187-218. doi:10.1080/00933104.2013.778715.  

Iowa Development Commission. (1950) Quoted in Fink, Deborah. Cutting into the Meatpacking Line. 
Raleigh, NC: The University of North Carolina Press, 1998. 

Jenkins, J.C. 1985. The Politics of Insurgency: The Farm Worker Movement in the 1960s. New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

Judis, J. (2016) The Populist Explosion: How the Great Recession Transformed American and 

European Politics. New York: Columbia Global Reports. 

Klein, N. (2007) The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism. New York: Macmillan.  

Kopple, B. (1985). American Dream, Cabin Creek Production Company, Prestige Films, 100 min. 

Krugman, P. (2016) Twitter post. November 26, 5:30 AM.  https://twitter.com/paulkrugman/status/802
504839846621186 (accessed January 13, 2018) 

Kurtzleben, D. (2017) “Here's How Many Bernie Sanders Supporters Ultimately Voted For Trump.” N
ational Public Radio, August 24. https://www.npr.org/2017/08/24/545812242/1-in-10-sanders-pr

imary-voters-ended-up-supporting-trump-survey-finds (accessed January 13, 2018) 

Levitas, D. (2002) The Terrorist Next Door: The Militia Movement and the Radical Right. New York: 

Thomas Dunne Books. 

Lindsay, B.C. (2015) Murder State: California’s Native American Genocide, 1846-1873. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska. 

Lipsitz, G. (1998) The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from Identity 

Politics. Chicago: Temple University Press.  

Losurdo, D. (2014) Liberalism: A Counter-History. New York: Verso Books. 

Marx, K. (1844 [2008]) “On the Jewish Question.” ed. Blunden, A, M. Grant, M. Carmody. https://ww

w.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/jewish-question/ (accessed January 14, 2018).  

Mitchell, D. (2010) “Battle/fields: braceros, agribusiness, and the violent reproduction of the 

California agricultural landscape during World War II.” Journal of Historical Geography 36: 
143–156. 

Mooney, P. and T. Majka. (1995) Farmers’ and Farm Workers’ Movements: Social Protest in 
American Agriculture. New York: Twayne Publishers.  

Moore, J. (2014) “The End of Cheap Nature, or, How I learned to Stop Worrying about ‘the’ 
Environment and Love the Crisis of Capitalism,” in Structures of the World Political Economy 

and the Future of Global Conflict and Cooperation, edited by Suter, C. and C. Chase-Dunn. 

Münster: LIT Verlag.  

Moore, J. (2015) Capitalism in the Web of Life. London: Verso. 

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-agriculture/2018/01/03/older-farmers-face-tough-times-063022
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-agriculture/2018/01/03/older-farmers-face-tough-times-063022
https://twitter.com/paulkrugman/status/802504839846621186
https://twitter.com/paulkrugman/status/802504839846621186
https://www.npr.org/2017/08/24/545812242/1-in-10-sanders-primary-voters-ended-up-supporting-trump-survey-finds
https://www.npr.org/2017/08/24/545812242/1-in-10-sanders-primary-voters-ended-up-supporting-trump-survey-finds
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/jewish-question/
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/jewish-question/


ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

18 

 

Moore, J. (2017a) “The Capitalocene Part II: accumulation by appropriation and the centrality of unpai
d work/energy.” The Journal of Peasant Studies. Online first May 24: 1-43. http://dx.doi.org/10.1

080/03066150.2016.1272587 

Moore, J. (2017b) “World Accumulation and Planetary Life or, Why Capitalism Will Not Survive Unt

il the “Last Tree is Cut.’” Lecture jointly hosted by the Political Economy Research Centre at Gol

dsmiths, University of London and the Centre for the Understanding of Sustainable Prosperity at 
the University of Surrey, October 10. Transcript published online: http://www.perc.org.uk/project

_posts/world-accumulation-planetary-life-capitalism-will-not-survive-last-tree-cut/  

(accessed January 13, 2018) 

National Family Farm Coalition. (n.d.) “NFFC Accomplishments.” http://nffc.net/index.php/news-eve
nts/nffc-accomplishments/ (accessed January 13, 2018) 

Naylor, G. (2011) “Without Clarity on Parity, All You Get Is Charity,” in Food Movements Unite!, 
edited by Eric Holt-Gimenez. Oakland: Food First Books: 35-51.  

Nielsen, K. (1989) “Who Were These Farmer Radicals? The Douglas County Farm Holiday 

Association.” Minnesota History, Fall.  

Nosowitz, D. (2017) “Farm Advocates Fear USDA Is Destroying Aid To Rural America.” Modern Fa

rmer, May 24. https://modernfarmer.com/2017/05/farm-advocates-fear-usda-destroying-aid-rural

-america/ (accessed January 13, 2018) 

Olmsted, K. (2015) Right Out of California: The 1930s and the Big Business Roots of Modern 

Conservatism. New York: The New Press. 

Ortiz, C. (2017) Personal communication, September 6. 

Patel, R. (2013) “The Long Green Revolution.” The Journal of Peasant Studies 40:1, 1-63. 

Patel, R. and J. Moore. (2017) A History of the World in Seven Cheap Things: A Guide to Capitalism, 

Nature, and the Future of the Planet. Oakland: University of California Press. 

Perry, Rhonda. (2017) Personal communication, September 28.  

Piven, F.F. and R.A. Cloward. (1978) Poor People’s Movements: Why they Succeed, How they Fail. 

New York: Random House. 

Ray, D., H. Schaffer, C. Hellwinckel, and D. De La Torre Ugarte (2012) “An Analysis of a Market-

Driven Inventory System (MDIS).” DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.25529.16484 

Reagan, R. (1964) “A Time For Choosing.” Televised speech given October 27th. Available at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXBswFfh6AY  

Research and Policy Committee of the Committee for Economic Development [CED]. (1962) An 

Adaptive Program for Agriculture. New York: Committee for Economic Development.  

Rich, F. (2017. “No Sympathy for the Hillbilly.” New York, March 19. http://nymag.com/daily/intellig

encer/2017/03/frank-rich-no-sympathy-for-the-hillbilly.html (accessed January 8, 2018)   

Risser, J. (1976) “Why They Love Earl Butz.” New York Times, June 13. http://www.nytimes.com/197

6/06/13/archives/why-they-love-earl-butz-prosperous-farmers-see-him-as-the-greatest.html (acce
ssed January 8, 2018)  

Ritchie, M. (1986) The Loss of Our Family Farms: Inevitable Results Or Conscious Policies? [4th 
printing] MN: Center for Rural Studies.  

Robbins, R. M. (1942) Our Landed Heritage: The Public Domain, 1776-1936. Lincoln, NE: 

University of Nebraska Press.  

Rosenberg, N. and B. Stucki. (2017) “The Butz Stops Here: Why the Food Movement Needs to 

Rethink Agricultural History.” Journal of Food Law and Policy 13(1): 12-25.     

Said, E. (1979) Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books.  

Said, E. (2000) “The clash of definition,” in Reflections on Exile and Other Essays. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press: 569-90; 577.  

Saxton, A. (1971) The Indispensable Enemy: Labor and the Anti-Chinese Movement in California. 

Oakland: University of California Press. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2016.1272587
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03066150.2016.1272587
http://www.perc.org.uk/project_posts/world-accumulation-planetary-life-capitalism-will-not-survive-last-tree-cut/
http://www.perc.org.uk/project_posts/world-accumulation-planetary-life-capitalism-will-not-survive-last-tree-cut/
http://nffc.net/index.php/news-events/nffc-accomplishments/
http://nffc.net/index.php/news-events/nffc-accomplishments/
https://modernfarmer.com/2017/05/farm-advocates-fear-usda-destroying-aid-rural-america/
https://modernfarmer.com/2017/05/farm-advocates-fear-usda-destroying-aid-rural-america/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXBswFfh6AY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXBswFfh6AY
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/03/frank-rich-no-sympathy-for-the-hillbilly.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/03/frank-rich-no-sympathy-for-the-hillbilly.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1976/06/13/archives/why-they-love-earl-butz-prosperous-farmers-see-him-as-the-greatest.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1976/06/13/archives/why-they-love-earl-butz-prosperous-farmers-see-him-as-the-greatest.html


ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

19 

 

Schwab, J. (1988) Raising Less Corn and More Hell: Midwestern Farmers Speak Out. IL: University 
of Illinois Press. 

Solnit, R. (2004) Hope in the Dark: Untold Histories, Wild Possibilities. Chicago: Haymarket Books. 

Solnit, R. (2016) “Falling Together.” Interview with Krista Tippett. On Being, May 26. https://onbeing

.org/programs/rebecca-solnit-falling-together/ (accessed January 14, 2018) 

Solon. O. (2017) “A right to repair: why Nebraska farmers are taking on John Deere and Apple.” The 
Guardian, March 6. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/nebraska-farmers-

right-to-repair-john-deere-apple  (accessed January 14, 2018)   

Southern Poverty Law Center [SPLC]. (n.d.) Online Hate Map. https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map  

(accessed January 13, 2018)  

Street, R.S. (2004) Beasts of the Field: A Narrative History of California Farmworkers, 1769-1913. 

Palo Alto: Stanford University Press. 

Summers, Mary. (2001) “From the Heartland To Seattle: The Family Farm Movement of the 1980s 

and the Legacy of Agrarian State Building,” in The Countryside in the Age of the Modern State: 

Political Histories of Rural America, edited by Catherine McNicol Stock and Robert D. Johnson. 
Ithaca: Cornell University Press: 304-325. 

Taylor, K-Y. (2016) From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation. Chicago: Haymarket Books. 

Terkel, S. (1971a) Interview with Harry Tarrell. http://studsterkel.matrix.msu.edu/htimes.php /  terkel-
a0a0o4-a.mp3 (accessed January 14, 2018) 

Terkel, S. (1971b). Interview with Oscar Heleen. http://studsterkel.matrix.msu.edu/htimes.php / terkel-
a0a0o5-a.mp3 (accessed January 14, 2018) 

Thompson, G. (2018) “Serfing USA: New ‘Bracero’ Bill Could Cut Agriculture Workers’ Rights and 
Wages.” Capital & Main/International Business Times, January 3. https://capitalandmain.com/ser

fing-usa-new-bracero-bill-could-cut-agriculture-workers-rights-and-wages-0103   

(accessed January 10, 2018) 

Tramel, S. (2016) “The Road Through Paris: Climate Change, Carbon, and the Political Dynamics of 

Convergence.” Globalizations, DOI: 10.1080/14747731.2016.1173376 

Tsu, C.M. (2013) Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in 

California's Santa Clara Valley. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

University of Washington. (2015) Socialist Party Membership by States: 1904-1940, “Mapping  Amer

ican Social Movements Through the 20th Century.” http://depts.washington.edu/moves/SP_map-

members.shtml (accessed 1/9/2018) 

USDA [United States Department of Agriculture]. (1991) Agricultural Statistics. Washington: US Go
vernment Printing Office. http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/nass/Agstat//1990s/1991/Agstat-0

4-23-1991.pdf (accessed January 13, 2018) 

USDA. (2015) Agricultural Statistics Annual. https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/2

015/Chapter09.pdf (accessed January 11, 2018) 

USDA Climate Hubs. (2017a) Agriculture in the Midwest. https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hub

s/midwest/topic/agriculture-midwest (accessed January 13, 2018) 

USDA Office of the Secretary. (2017b) “Memorandum: Advancing US Agricultural Trade and Improv

ing Service to Agricultural Producers.” https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/secret

ary-memorandum-advancing-ag-trade-improve-service-ag-producers.pdf (accessed January 13, 2
018) 

Vanloqueren, G. and P.V. Baret. (2009) “How agricultural research systems shape a technological regi
me that develops genetic engineering but locks out agroecological innovations.” Research Policy 

38: 971-983. doi:10.1016/j.respol.2009.02.008. 

Vollan, C. (2011) “Farmers Holiday Association.” Encyclopedia of the Great Plains. University of Ne

braska-Lincoln. http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.pd.020 (accessed January 1

3, 2018) 

https://onbeing.org/programs/rebecca-solnit-falling-together/
https://onbeing.org/programs/rebecca-solnit-falling-together/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/nebraska-farmers-right-to-repair-john-deere-apple
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/06/nebraska-farmers-right-to-repair-john-deere-apple
https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
http://studsterkel.matrix.msu.edu/htimes.php
http://kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/43/243/2B-F3-8C-63-terkel-a0a0o4-a.mp3
http://kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/43/243/2B-F3-8C-63-terkel-a0a0o4-a.mp3
http://studsterkel.matrix.msu.edu/htimes.php
http://kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/43/243/2B-F3-8D-63-terkel-a0a0o5-a.mp3
http://kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/43/243/2B-F3-8D-63-terkel-a0a0o5-a.mp3
https://capitalandmain.com/serfing-usa-new-bracero-bill-could-cut-agriculture-workers-rights-and-wages-0103
https://capitalandmain.com/serfing-usa-new-bracero-bill-could-cut-agriculture-workers-rights-and-wages-0103
http://depts.washington.edu/moves/SP_map-members.shtml
http://depts.washington.edu/moves/SP_map-members.shtml
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/nass/Agstat/1990s/1991/Agstat-04-23-1991.pdf
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/nass/Agstat/1990s/1991/Agstat-04-23-1991.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/2015/Chapter09.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/2015/Chapter09.pdf
https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/midwest/topic/agriculture-midwest
https://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/hubs/midwest/topic/agriculture-midwest
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/secretary-memorandum-advancing-ag-trade-improve-service-ag-producers.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/secretary-memorandum-advancing-ag-trade-improve-service-ag-producers.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/secretary-memorandum-advancing-ag-trade-improve-service-ag-producers.pdf
http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.pd.020


ERPI 2018 International Conference - Authoritarian Populism and the Rural World 

 

20 

 

Walter, G. (1996) “The Ideology of Success in Major American Farm Magazines, 1934-1991.” 
Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly 73: 594-608.  

Walker, R. (2004) The Conquest of Bread: 150 Years of Agribusiness in California. New York: New 
Press. 

Weingarten, D. (2017) ‘Why Are America’s Farmers Killing Themselves in Record Numbers?’ The 
Guardian, December 6. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/06/why-are-americas-

farmers-killing-themselves-in-record-numbers (accessed January 8, 2018)  

Welch, C. (2017) “National Land for the People and the Struggle for Agrarian Reform in California.” 

In Land Justice: Reimagining Land, Food, and the Commons in the United States, edited by 

Justine M. Williams and Eric Holt-Giménez. Oakland: Food First Books. 

Wittman, H. (2009) “Reworking the metabolic rift: La Vía Campesina, agrarian citizenship, and food 

sovereignty.” The Journal of Peasant Studies 36(4): 805-826. 

Wooster, D. (1979) Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s. London: Oxford University Press.  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/06/why-are-americas-farmers-killing-themselves-in-record-numbers
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/dec/06/why-are-americas-farmers-killing-themselves-in-record-numbers


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
17-18 March 2018 
International Institute of Social Studies (ISS) 
The Hague, Netherlands 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ERPI 2018 International Conference 
Authoritarian Populism and the 

Rural World 

About the Author(s) 

 
Leonardo van den Berg is a sandwich PhD candidate at the Forest 
and Nature Conservation Policy group at Wageningen University and 
at the Rural Economics Department of the Federal University of 
Viçosa. His current research is on how agroecology reworks the 
boundaries between nature, science and society. He also works for 
Cultivate!, an independent NGO working on agroecology and is co-
founder of Toekomstboeren (La Via Campesina Netherlands). He is 
part of the coordination team of the Dutch Agroecology and Food 
Sovereigty platform: Voedsel Anders.  
 
Margriet Goris is a PhD candidate at the Rural Extension group of the 
Federal University of Viçosa (UFV) and the Forest and Nature 
Conservation Policy group at Wageningen University. From August 
2016 until August 2018 she lives in Brazil to do research on the 
agroecology movement in Brazil. Margriet Goris is an 
ethnovideographer who works on the interface of film, research and 
education. She lectures on video for data collection, education and 
communication, and is project leader and researcher at the Science 
Shop, a community-based research programme of Wageningen UR. 
 

The Emancipatory Rural Politics Initiative (ERPI) is a new 

initiative focused on understanding the contemporary moment and 
building alternatives. New exclusionary politics are generating 

deepening inequalities, jobless ‘growth’, climate chaos, and social 

division. The ERPI is focused on the social and political processes 
in rural spaces that are generating alternatives to regressive, 

authoritarian politics. We aim to provoke debate and action among 

scholars, activists, practitioners and policymakers from across the 

world that are concerned about the current situation, and hopeful 
about alternatives. 

 

For more information see: http://www.iss.nl/erpi  
or email: emancipatoryruralpolitics@gmail.com  

http://www.iss.nl/erpi
mailto:emancipatoryruralpolitics@gmail.com

