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A convergence of factors has been driving a revaluation of land by
powerful economic and political actors. This is occurring across the
world, but especially in the global South. As a result, we see unfolding
worldwide a dramatic rise in the extent of cross-border, transnational
corporation-driven and, in some cases, foreign government-driven,
large-scale land deals. The phrase ‘global land grab’ has become a
catch-all phrase to describe this explosion of (trans)national
commercial land transactions revolving around the production and sale
of food and biofuels, conservation and mining activities.

The Land Deal Politics Initiative launched in 2010 as an ‘engaged
research’ initiative, taking the side of the rural poor, but based on solid
evidence and detailed, field-based research. The LDPI promotes in-
depth and systematic enquiry to inform deeper, meaningful and
productive debates about the global trends and local manifestations.
The LDPI aims for a broad framework encompassing the political
economy, political ecology and political sociology of land deals centred
on food, biofuels, minerals and conservation. Working within the broad
analytical lenses of these three fields, the LDPI uses as a general
framework the four key questions in agrarian political economy: (i) who
owns what? (ii) who does what? (iii) who gets what? and (iv) what do
they do with the surplus wealth created? Two additional key questions
highlight political dynamics between groups and social classes: ‘what
do they do to each other?’, and ‘how do changes in politics get shaped
by dynamic ecologies, and vice versa?’ The LDPI network explores a
range of big picture questions through detailed in-depth case studies in
several sites globally, focusing on the politics of land deals.

Land Grabbing along Livestock Migration
Routes in Gadarif State, Sudan: Impacts on
Pastoralism and the Environment

Grabbing of pastoralists’ traditional land to put it under the commercial
farming system, which haswidely been adopted as a development and
investment strategy in Sudan, is creating a cruel dilemma of increasing
both resource conflict and environmental degradation. This is one of
the fundamental reasons that the country has earned the reputation as
a home of bloody civil wars and the country is unlikely to see lasting
peace until such issues have been addressed. My aim in this research is
to provide evidence-based information by mapping out the
encroachment of large-scale agriculture into transhumance migration
routes in Gadarif State (eastern Sudan), with a two-fold approach. First,
| tracked the land-use/land-cover (LULC) change using satellite imagery.
Second, | interviewed transhumant pastoralists to obtain information
Deal about their perspectives on major problems facing them along the
Politics routes in their seasonal journey. It is clear that state policy has failed to
provide support to pastoralists. Animal mobility in space and time are
severely constrained. The average of the annual encroachment of
mechanized farming along the routes is 3 percent. The most substantial
LULC change occurred after 1999. Other challenges facing the routes
are: lack of water resources, design of the routes and degradation of
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landpolitics@gmail.com rest places. Due to the abolition of their native administrative system
. . and lack of education, pastoralists have no way of influencing any
www.iss.nl/Idpi decisions that impacted their system.
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