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About the Journal 
 
Development and Change is an interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed journal devoted to the 
critical analysis and discussion of current issues of development.  The journal receives 
articles from all the social sciences and intellectual persuasions concerned with 
development.  Empirical, theoretical and historical articles are all welcome.  
Development and Change regularly publishes the first results of important new field-
based research.  The journal invites notes and comments on the articles it publishes, with 
the objective of stimulating informed policy and theoretical debate. 
 
All submissions must be original pieces and should not have been published or be under 
consideration elsewhere.  
 
 
How to Submit: 
 
1) Via our Electronic Editorial Office (Manuscript Central): whenever possible, new 
submissions should be sent through our website:  
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/dech
 
 
2) Via e-mail: if for any reason submission through Manuscript Central is not possible, 
please ensure that the paper meets our style guidelines (see below) and then send as an 
MS-Word file attached to an e-mail, to Caroline Roldanus: 
roldanus@iss.nl
 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/dech
mailto:roldanus@iss.nl


 
Instructions for Preparing Manuscripts 
 
Please read these instructions carefully: the Editors reserve the right to return/reject any 
submitted manuscript which does not comply with the instructions below. 
 
Length and Layout 
 
 Articles for submission should be within the range of 8,000 to 10,000 words 

(including text, abstract, notes, and references): only in exceptional circumstances 
will the Editors consider a manuscript outside this range.  Articles should include an 
abstract of 100–200 words.  Authors should provide a total word-count for the 
manuscript together with their submission. 

 
 Comments on articles which have been published in earlier issues of Development 

and Change are expected to be shorter than this, usually in the range of 3,000–6,000 
words.  

 
 Titles of articles should be brief, attractive and accurate in describing what the paper 

is about.  
 
 Keywords should be provided for all submissions (minimum of two, maximum of 

eight). 
 
 Headings and sub-headings within the text should be short and clear.  Avoid too 

many levels of sub-heading.  Avoid numbered (sub-)headings. 
Development and Change uses the following hierachy of headings within the text: 
HEADING LEVEL A 
Heading Level B 
Heading Level C 

 
 Use footnotes rather than endnotes. The location of footnotes within the text should 

be indicated by superscript numbers. 
 
 Tables, figures, appendices etc.: please note that the page extent of additional 

material will be taken into account when judging the overall length of a paper. 
Submissions which include many tables, figures, appendices etc. should therefore 
contain a shorter text, in order to compensate. 

 
 Artwork (figures, graphs, maps etc.) should be supplied separately (not embedded 

into the text), preferably as TIFF, EDS or PDF files. Please consult the Illustration 
Guidelines at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/digill.asp if you need 
advice on any aspect of preparing your artwork. 

 
 Headings should be placed above each table/figure and should follow this layout: 

 Table 1. Asset Ownership by Household Category 
 Figure 5. Communication Flows 
 
 Notes and sources should be placed under each table/figure. Column headings in 

tables should clearly define the data presented.   

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/digill.asp


 
 
House Style 
 
 For the main text, use Times New Roman, 12 point, 1.5 line spacing. For footnotes, 

use Times New Roman, 11 point, single line spacing. Set the alignment as ‘left’ (not 
justified). 

 
 Use British and ‘z’ spellings (e.g. ‘labour’, ‘centre’, ‘organize’; but beware of Greek 

words such as ‘analyse’, ‘paralyse’).  If in doubt, refer to the Oxford English 
Dictionary. 

 
 Use single quotation marks. For quotations within quotations, use double marks.  

Indent quotations of more than 60 words, without quotation marks.  For quotations 
from other publications, always provide page number(s) for the quotation, however 
short. 

 
 Take out points in USA, OECD, Ms, Dr and other such abbreviations. 

 
 When using an acronym for the first time, the full name should be provided (with 

the acronym in parentheses). 
 
 Dates should be in the form of 9 March 2007. 

 
 Use the smallest possible number of numerals (whilst still retaining clarity) when 

referring to pagination and dates (e.g. 10–19, 42–5, 1961–4, 1961–75).  Use an en 
rule rather than a hyphen between the numbers.  

 
 In the text, spell out numbers from one to ninety-nine, use numerals for 100 and 

over (but when they appear in one phrase, use all numerals, e.g. ‘between 85 and 
110 …’).  

 
 Always use numerals for percentages (75 per cent) and units of measurement (13 

km, US$ 40,000, £ 6 billion).   
 
 Spell out ‘per cent’ (not ‘percent’) in the text. The symbol % is acceptable in tables. 

 
 Terms such as ‘policy making’ and ‘decision making’ are hyphenated only when 

used as an adjective (e.g. ‘this led to new policy-making processes’), but not when 
used as a noun (e.g. ‘women are often excluded from decision making’).   

 
  
 
 



 
References 
 
Authors are reminded that long lists of citations in the text are not always helpful, 
especially if referring to whole books or articles. Be selective about what you include 
in your citations and References. Where possible, be specific by referring to page 
numbers.  
 
Development and Change uses the author/date system of referencing. All works cited 
in the text (including sources for tables and figures) should be listed alphabetically under 
REFERENCES, beginning on a separate sheet of paper.   
 
 
In the text: 
 
 Works cited in the text should read thus: (Brown, 1992: 63–4); Lovell (1989, 1993).   

 
 For groups of citations, order alphabetically and not chronologically, using a semi-

colon to separate names: (Brown, 1992; Gadgil and Guha, 1994; Lovell, 1989).   
 
 Use ‘et al.’ when citing a work by more than two authors, but list all the authors in 

the References (unless there are six authors or more).   
 
 To distinguish different works by the same author in the same year, use the letters a, 

b, c, etc., e.g. Besson (1993a, 1993b). 
 
 
In the References: 
 
 For multi-author works, invert the name of the first author only (Gadgil, M. and R. 

Guha).  Use (ed.) for one editor, but (eds) for multiple editors.   
 
 When listing two or more works by one author, repeat the author’s name for each 

entry.   
 
 Indicate (opening and closing) page numbers for articles in journals and for 

chapters in books. Use an en rule rather than a hyphen (e.g. pp. 97–110). 
 
 Note that italics are used only for titles of books and names of journals. Single 

quotation marks ‘ ’ are used for titles of journal articles, book chapters, dissertations, 
reports, working papers, unpublished material, etc. 

 
 For titles in a language other than English, provide an English translation in 

parentheses.   
 
 For sources which have insufficent details to be included in the Reference list, use 

footnotes (e.g. interviews, some media sources, some internet sources).  
 
 See the following examples for style and punctuation. 
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